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PORTMAN'’S MIGHTY “ALPINE":
NAILS FORD WORKS TEAM

Story by KEITH COOK Photos by EAGLE

VIGTDHIA.H privateers Geoff Portman/Ross
Runnalls caused a major upset on November 24-
26 when they challenged the works teams and won
the ‘78 "Repco Alpine” Rally by a narrow margin
from the hard-changing butr unlucky Ford Rally
Team’s Colin Bond/John Dawson-Damer.

hﬂni‘. healthy boost  rally stars in Australin, with
ﬁum the 710 parts taken entrants coming from s far
Ross unkerton's away as WA and Qld. How-

ever, among the full field of

wh car and fitted by
Nissan

to his Autosport- 96 were a lot -:lt anxious

enterad  Datsun 16800, crews waiching the out-

Portman steadily improved come of the ppﬂ

his tion thmui% the Victorian petrol itril:a

event and snatched the lead  ended only n week before
his  the event.

Following a big publici
start in the colourful tho
eontroversial Bourke St, Mall

when Bond bogged
Escort on the second last
stage.

The Light Car Club of which attracted an enor
"J'H:tnm ised the Alpine mous crowd (maybe we
attracted one  should have the L{nﬂ fust

the mnf.alt line-ups of to start rallies from), crews

headed north up the Hume
Highway to the first of the
competitive lightsections
Just out of Benalla in the
dusty Reel Hills [orest,
W lepadiog B ol oo
ems was the tur
Peugeot 604 of Bob Watson,
ng at the start of the
section and losing
valuable time before getting
away. Alko In trouble
mlr was Greg ﬂarr':Emnrt
with rumours flying as to
what was actually wrong.
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covered that the car expired
with m.l:hui.iug nnds
walve blems, a d
pnlnlnunt for Greg and :{
numbers of spectators hoping
to see him in action.
Following the Reel Hill
Forest crews headed for
Wi tta and the end
of [Nvision One. Scores at
this show the close
battle developing for the
lead: Bond rt) 1:20,
Bell (Gemini) 1:21, Morrow
tttm)] 1: Brock
Gemini) 1:30 and Harrow-
eld (Datsun) 1:36,
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electric gremling, this time
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ith one spectator point
to go before Division end
most cars were sounding
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Bond on 15:31, followed by
Brock 17:25, hllrinI a great

Bond's Excort in sction on the Huma Welr “Spesisl™.
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SAVE MONEY! .

PYNO-TUNE '

CASTLE HILL
GARAGE

has the know-how and equipment to ob-
tain optimum performance and economy

PHONE ROY WOOD on 634-2312

‘orcalf at ...

250 OLD NORTHERN RD., l."-‘ll'ﬂ.E HILL NSW
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DEAN GALL

~ Steering and Suspension Servica

We'll sort out
your handling
problems

3 Whaeael alignment
% Electronic balancing
% 4WD Repairs and wheel

balancing

Saelby Suspension Stockist

Call DEAN GALL or PETER ASQUITH
on (02) 521-8369, Factory 2, 24-26
Flora Street, KIRRAWEE NSW 2232



CGemini,
Th 19:02
Coote 195:22, wileld
fhoe, b
W . %
mqlgm'n 21:07.

put in &
to be fourth oulright after
two Divisions.

Division Thres started
from Bright Showground at

P

Tha Culli/Mrowning Datiun wves rubbar ot the wair.

Extra wrps trom Bail's turbetharped Gemind wichs up The gust.

them how it should be done
- lh‘::rl he rolled his newly
pain Lancer, there was
very little and he
continued Lo the event
with only a denied roof.
The end of Division Three
was al Lthe Albury Lunch
Break. Portman/Hunnalls
were starting lo make thelr
e b i e
a nurm o
had moved them up into
third place: Bell 21:98, Bond
24:52, Portman 25:53,

ua’;?ﬂ;

5, Brock 2858
6 and Brown 30:28.
Division Four staried

and he set
{ustest time for the section,

their Waterloos in thia

with the scores at

and the end of

Division Four showing a few
notsbles missing,

Ask GEORGE SHEPHEARL

about

Rymec
Turbocharging!

... while you're at it,
ask WAYNE BELL

They competed in the “"Repco Alpina” Rally

in the Rymec- Gemini, and led
the field till delayed by an occurrence not

related to the turbocharger.

Fmduch? over 225 bhp with smooth torque,

hrottle lag and absolute reliability. the

Rymec installation proves the practicability
of turbocharging rally cars.

Congratulations, Wayne and George
. have you got ‘em worried now!

81 STEPHEN ROAD, BOTANY
NSW 2019(02) 666-4703, 666-4672
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"ALPINE" cont.
were: Bond 31:03
33:00, Coote 35:22 Brock
37:45, Morrow 39:365, Neale
am'.-,hnu:n,ﬁm-{
moore 42:08, Jones 456:18
and Balmain 45.41.
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with s Datsun,

?

finding th H'E“M
@
to bend the other
side of the Gemini on Neales
Lancer.
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RESULTS
1. Aatoiport:

Q. Portman/A. Runnall

(Oatsen 1808710). . A8:2
1. Ford Matar Cos

C. Bond), Dawson-Damer

(Escort REIRE0) . . . 4739
3. Murray Coote Rallying

M. Coote,/B. Mariden

0. Marraw/1, Lincain
(Datsun 168048). . . ..
7. Datipares:
C. Brown/S, Brawn
[Datsin 1600). . . . . §d40]
0. Baimal

STAQGE RESULTS (Tots LF il
Portman I0, Bell 9, Coole 8,
Brock 4, Band 1. !

% Half cages or full cages
3% Sump guards ¥ Rally springs
% Fuel foam & Rally preps
% Alloy welding and fabrications
# 6- or 4-point racing harnesses
% Roll-bar padding

Conmtaer .. GEORGE SHEPHEARD or DICK WATMAN

644 BB38
32 CARLINGFORD ST, REGENTS PARK 2142

ITERSTATE AGENTS
VIC: G DAVIS B3.7888 ACT: G BALL ... 9558518
SA: CHAT MOTEUR. 79-8879 WA: KARQUP . .. 88-2508
OLD: T MOTSON 391-8628 OQLD: GP CARS == 3589544

>k Gerini

ENGINE and SUSPENS/ON

BY-THE “GEMINIPEOPLE"]

® LOW RATES o A1 WORKMANSHIP
We can supply Cibie lighting . . . Recaro seats . . . Corbeau
seats. . . light bars . . . Bilstein gas shocks . . . everything,
infact. . . and full fitting service ;

CARLINGFORD 5T, REGENTS PARK 2143 . . . (02) S44-8839
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