
LES PAIGE WINS 
CHAMPIONSHIP TRIAL 

On June 3rd and 4th, the Hamilton District Car Club ran 
their fifth Annual A l l Night Trial. The event was the second 
CA.M.S. championship trial this year. 

The first of 24 competing crews left Hamilton at 8 p.m. 
Saturday night. 

The organisers harried the crews from the start. First sec­
tion was a nasty bit of navigation to Bulart from the south­
west. Many crews lost points in this section, being caught 
on the hop before they had time to settle down — in fact, 
they never did get time as the navigation was really tough 
all the way. 

Control two was a route chart of twenty-one miles with, 
as the route was now going into the Grampians, a little 
warning to "beware of Kangaroos" on the slip. 

Control three looked quite easy. Instructions simply stated 
"enter Woohlpooer from the East — Henty Highway out of 
bounds." The main difficulty was that someone had built a 
fence — with a gate — across the track that was needed to 
get there. This section thinned out the field considerably. 

Sections four and five were still the same tough grind on 
both drivers and navigators, as they took the cars through 
Zumsteins and Halls Gap. 

Control six, one mile south-west of Glenorchy from the 
south, had a restricted speed limit of 30 m.p.h. for the first 
leg, to slow the cars on the dangerous mountain road. This 
speed was high enough as by then the heavy fog, that was 
to hamper the trial for the rest of the night, was settling in. 

Control seven, situated one and a half miles west of Morrl 
Morrl , was only to get the crews in position to bamboozle 
them for control eight. This was an unmapped T road, 
midway between Navarre and Greens Creek on the main 
connecting road, to be approached from the north. Many 
cars were trapped as they failed to leave control seven on 
the correct road which was mapped but unused for six years. 

Control nine was the half-way break, Navaree. Twenty-
three cars arrived, the first at 2.00 a.m. and the last at 4.40 
a.m., so the field was well spread out. 

On leaving "half-way", many cars missed the correct 
mapped road and travelled via a shocking track which the 
BP Rally used this year. I t got them there, slightly shaken, 
but there. 

From control ten — one and a half miles north of Glen-
lofty, competitors threaded their way towards Stawell via 
Landsborough. Then into another trap •— Great Western 
from the north-east. This had cars going every direction 
looking for roads, with the fog really bad by then, not help­
ing at all. One crew, Bunge brothers in the N.S.U., lost 
sixty-one minutes in this section. About here Harry Firth 
lost his lights, but continued, fog and all, at only a slightly 
slower rate of knots t i l l dawn. 

You would have thought that the organisers would give 
them a break after that, but no, another puzzle — Norval 
from a westerly direction via Armstrong. In the organisers' 
own words, "it created great havoc". There were more 
dead-end roads, pea-soup fogs, blind corners and navigators 
verging on a nervous breakdown than had been seen for many 
a day. 

When crews finally reached the control, there was a seven­
teen mile route chart to control fourteen near Moyston. 

Control fifteen, two and a half miles east of Jimmy's Creek, 
had a nasty little twist just before control. The main road 
the cars were following swung away, leaving the crews little 
time to find a track into control. 

Control sixteen was west of Dunkeld. Again the fog was 
heavy, slowing cars down greatly. 

From sixteen there was an average speed section, bringing 
them home to Hamilton. 

First man home, Les Paige, who proved to be outright 
winner, arrived at 8.39 a.m., forty-five minutes ahead of the 
next, with the rest of the field staggering in over the fol­
lowing three hours. 

A l l crews, successful or othei-wise, praised the organisers. 
Club President Mort Riley and Assistant Secretary, John 
Hayward, for the excellent trial and promised their support 
next year. 

PROVISIONAL RESULTS 

L. Paige, Peugeot 46 C. Whan, VW 335 
D. Opie, VW 103 K. Lott, VW 336 
J. K. Gamble, Volvo 145 Advance Panel Works, 
1. Home, Peugeot 146 Morris 354 
R. Young, Anglia 146 W. Stugess, Holden 772 
G. Bunge, NSU Prinz 155 L. Gumming, Holden 842 
H. Firth, Aust. Healey Spr. 166 Larch's Service Station, 
G. Russell, Peugeot 214 VW 1341 
H. Dalton, Hillman 236 R. Ritchie, Holden 1546 
G. Copeman, VW 238 W. Nicholls, Zephyr Retired 
W. J. V/oodiiead, VW 264 P. Wilson, Holden Retired 
W. Nalder, Zephyr 296 L. Lilley, Peugeot Retired 
T. Thieler, VW 31 1 B. Pech, Holden Retired 
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MUSI have a copy ol... 

AUTOMOBILES 
AUSTRALIA 

(AN AUSTRALIAN AAOTOR SPORTS PUBLICATION) 

CONTAINING : 
212 pages of high-gloss aft paper profusely illustrated in 
colour and block and v/hite. Fully bound in white leather 
cloth and embossed in gold, 10 in. x 12^ in. 
Comprehensive Australian cover of : 
• TOURING and SPORTS CARS • MOTOR SPORT 
• EARLY AUSTRALIAN CARS • VETERAN CARS 
• SPECIFICATIONS, RECORDS, etc. * THE INDUSTRY 

Available from LEADING BOOKSELLERS and 
WYLIE PUBLISHING CO. PTY. LTD. 

21 Anthony Street, Melbourne, Vic. 

PRICE: 45/. plus 3/- postage 
Soft Cover plus 3/- postage 
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