
Only One Gar 
Used Bardahl... 

THE WINNER! 

In the "Hardie-Ferodo 500" 
Bruce McPhee was the only 
driver using Bardahl. Look 
at the result . . . 

• Outright winner 

• Fastest Lap & Pole Posi­
tion 

• Fastest Flying Eighth — 
128.6 mph 

Bruce McPhee says . 
"Because of an oil leak I finished 
the race with no oil showing on 
the dipstick and no oil pressure 
for the majority of the circuit over 
the last five laps—but we finished 
and won, thanks to Bardahl's pro­
tective f i lm." 

BARDAHL 
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TOUGH "AKADENOr TO RENAUIT 
Story by ROGER BONHOMME 

' p H E newly formed Waltons Rally team of Renault TS's and a Gordini swamped 
a high class field to finish first, second and fourth in a tough Akademos Rally, 

the first round of this year's Victorian Trials Championship, run on May 31. 
The event was won by team captain 

Peter Janson/Neville Price (Gordini) by 
one point from ex-GM-H dealers team 
and current State champions Bob Wat­
son/Jim McAuliffe (TS). Third was the 
Surrey Motors Hunter GT with Andy 
Chapman/Geoff Sproat from former BP 
winners Mai McPhersonZ/Robin Sharp-
ley (TS). 

The Akademos, organised by the Mel­
bourne University Car Club and well 
directed by Bob Mclnnes, was one of 
the toughest events held in recent years 
in this State. Heavy rain and fog 
throughout the event and thick snow over 
the last stage took a heavy toll of the 
6.5 entrants. 

The Renault team looked equal favour­
ites with the ex-Marathon Porsche of 
Tony Roberts/Mike Osborne, but the 
Porsche was still being repaired from the 
BP Rally (dust caused heavy engine 
damage) and did not start. For the first 
time in several seasons, the G M - H deal­
ers team cars were missing, the team hav­
ing now been disbanded. 

From the start proper, near Bullenga-
rook, cars moved through a sodden 
Daylesford and Black Forests on a series 
of fairly short controls which were 
meant to be "cleaned" by the top crews. 
However, the slippery conditions took 
points from everyone and at stage end at 
Kyneton, Watson was in front on 11 
from Dave Forster/Jeff Beaumont (Hol-
den HR) 13, Tony Theiler/Peter Haas 
(Peugeot 404) 15 and McPherson !6 . 
Another Renault 16 driven by privateer 
Colin Wilson was next on 17. 

The long second stage took crews 
through a number of longer and boggier 
controls in the Heathcote and Whroo 
forests. With the large number of un­
mapped roads in the area—many of 
which are better than the mapped roads 
—navigators were kept busy checking 
compasses and maps while drivers battled 
the slippery roads. Haas, one of the top 
Whroo men, kept the flying Theiler on 
the right roads long enough for the crew 
to drop only 7 points while Janson (9). 
Watson (11) and McPherson (21) led the 
rest. 

The refuel break scores put Theiler 
and Watson equal first on 22, from Jan­
son 28 and McPherson 57. In the re­
stricted class the Volvo of brothers 
Beau and Bain Simpson was leading 
from Bruce Wilson/Tony Brown (Cor­
tina) and Gi l Davis/David Long Anglia). 
At this point it was becoming obvious 
that the conditions were making the 
event too hard for many of the restrict­
ed crews, many of whom were losing 
hundreds of points per stage. 

The final stage took crews on a quick 
run east from Seymour to Caveat, then 
South through Cathkin to the Murrun-
dindi Forest area where many com­
petitors became bogged in the thick 
mud. Forster, still one of the leaders, 
struck a rock and half spun his Holden 
into the bank, damaging the front end 
and ending a fine run in the big car. 

Janson had the Gordini really flying 
and set equal fastest times down to 
Cathkin (with Theiler) and to Friday 
Creek (with Theiler and Watson), then 
beat Watson by two minutes through the 
mire down to the Murrundindi River, 
through twisty pine forest roads. 

Theiler may have been as quick, but he 
rounded one corner to see a tree partly 
across the road. The trunk acted as a 
lever and over the cliff went the 404. 
How far it rolled is anybody's guess, as 
estimates range from 100 to 500 feet be­
fore the car finally came to rest. 

Neither crewman was seriously hurt, 
but Theiler had another moment as he 
was scrambling up to the top of the 
cliff, when McPherson's Renault looked 
as.though it was going to go off as well. 
Rescue crews from sponsor, Regan's, 
brought the car out by lowering it 
another 100 feet or so to a section of the 
road further down the mountain. 

The third stage also brought Chap­
man into the picture as he moved slowly 
through the field setting very respectable 
times in the Hunter. Down Marginal 
Road Janson was two minutes faster 
than the rest, and with the retirement 
of Theiler. had a two minute advantage 
on the field. On the last control he 
caught up with director Mclnnes who 
was having a hard time forcing his way 
through the newly fallen snow. 

.Several abandoned cars belonging to 
tourists caught by the snow added to the 
hazards—one car in particular caused a 
few heart burns, as it was parked in the 
middle of the narrow road just around a 
blind bend. Watson and Chapman drop­
ped five apiece on the last control down 
to Cement Creek over the Acheron Way. 
Janson, who was running first and clear­
ing the way, dropped only six minutes. 

At the finish the Renault team cele­
brated their win in fine style and now 
appear to be the main contenders for 
the State title. The potent Porsche" of 
Roberts appears unreliable at this stage 
with suspension failure in the "Classic", 
and major engine surgery after the " B P " . 
But, if they ever get it going . . . watch 
out. 

Chapman and Forster (third in last 
vear's championship) appear good long-
shots for the 1969 Championship. How­
ever, with Harry Firth preparing the 
Renaults, and the Ford factory's Lotus 
Cortinas concentrating solely on Nation­
al events, the Renault team must be con-
sided hot favourites to fight out the 
remaining six events between themselves. 

R E S U L T S 
1. Waltons Rally Team: P. Janson/N. 

Price (Renault Gordini) 40 
2. Waltons Rally Team: R. Waison/J. 

McAulitfe (Renault 16TS) 41 
3. Surrey Motors: A. Chapman/G. Sproat 

(Hunter GT) 76 
4. Waltons Rally Team: M. McPherson/R. 

Sharpley (Renault 16TS) , 92 
5. Colin Wilson: C. Wilson/T. Wunderlich 

(Renault 16) 92 
6. Automobile Co.: T. Stanley/R. Middle-

ton (Datsun 1600) 107 

R A C I N G C A R N E W S , J u l y , 1 9 6 9 — p a g e 68 


