
LOCAL DRIVER WINS "COOPER" 
Story by ROGER BONHOMME 

GEELONG DRIVER Graham Alexander, with Melbourne's Peter Haas, had the easiest of 
victories in the final round of the 1969 Victorian Trials Championship, the WDCC 

"Cooper Memorial" Trial. Driving the winter and Taylor 307 MonarO, the crew lost 53 
points to the 104 points of restricted crew Richard Creed and Bill Philip (VW 1600 Beetle). 
The Holden Dealer Team Monaro 308 crewed by myself with Jeff Beaumont navigating 
finished third on 110, two points ahead of Dave Forster/Geoff Sproat (Cortina GT 500). 

The entry list proved somewhat of a only 200 yards from control, whilst other 
disappointment to Directors Graham Harrison, Bruce Wookey and Warwick Henderson when the colourful Renault trio of Watson, McPherson and Sharpley stayed at home in preparation for the "Alpine". Tony Roberts' Porsche also remained in parts in its garage. However, 24 crews, including only four classified crews, faced the starter at the WDCC's Geelong club rooms and moved off north west to Bannockburn and then up to Meredith for the fkst difficult section - a four - mile five-minute route chart along a series of Joggy tracks. 

Fastest through were Reg Mort/John Hocking (Porsche), Creed and myself all two points in arrears. Next up was a 16-mile route chart across the rough South Brisbane Ranges to Staughton Vale. Recent rains ;arved treacherous "trenches" across the winding track in several places, making iteering and braking difficult. However, the ;onditions suited the Monaros of Alexander md myself and we dropped three each to he five of Trevor Stan ey/Ross Middleton Patsum 1600). 
The winding run up to the Greystones oad was cancelled after the control official vas found in the wrong spot, then it was off hrough Durdiwarrah Ford and another oughie across to Morrisons Common. Jon xighton/Brian AUery (Austin 1800) came o grief against a tree on a boggy corner 

ilNTERCLUBVcgntd 
ZluVi president, Errol Bognuda, down 11 

president, rhe Self brothers missed two controls, while i'eter Hihes took Chapman over a few extra Tiiles allowing Michelmore and Beverley nto second place. 
The Interclub trophy put up each year Dy Ipswich Auto Club since 1957 has at last seen won back by that Club after losing it to the Brisbane Sporting Car Club for 7 ,'ears. Their team of 3 - Bognuda, Self and :onnell defeated the BSCC team of Kabel, Lawson and Beverley by 187 points to 205. 

O F F I C I A L R E S U L T S 
. Stones Corner Motors /H . K a b l e / R . 

Dancer (Corol la Sprinter) 10 
I. Bill Beverley Motors /B . B e v e r l e y / B . 

Gemmel l (Mazda Rotary ) 44 
B. Mi tche lmore /B . M i tche lmore /G . Sked 
(Cort ina) 44 

. L e a c h Motors /M. C h a p m a n / P . Mines 
(Holden) 46 
Nev Duce M o t o r s / E . B o g n u d a / T . Gil lespie 
(Holden) 4 6 

I . T o n y Basile Motors / i . W e l l s / L . G a r t h ( F i a t 
124S) 54 

. Murphy L y n a m F o r d / K . S e l f / B . Self 
(Cort ina) 58 

. T . H a t t o n / T . H a t t o n / M . K e l l y ( C o r o l l a ) . 72 

. J . C o n n e l l / J . C o n n e l l / D . P o t t s ( H o l d e n ) . 83 
O.Swift Motors /R . L u c k h u r s t / A . Westacott 

(Corol laSprinter) 89 

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS 
(BEST 5 OUT OF 7) 

Drivers 
/. Beverley 43 
:. L u c k h u r s t 40 
I . Kabel 40 
. Bognuda 31 
. L a w s o n 31 

Navigators 
B. Gemmel l 47 
L . Barron 40 
R. Dancer 40 
T . Gi l lespie 31 
G . S k e d 25 

crews suffered flame-outs in the flooded ford. The VW of Ted Anderson/Tony Wunderlich revelled in the tight conditions for a one point loss, followed by myself and Alexander on two and three respectively. Our Monaro dropped heavily from a handy lead position when we left Morrisons WD. However. Alexander kept the GMH banner flying with a seven point loss up to Iron Mine to be equal fastest with Peter Hudson/Peter Battrick (Anglia). 
A quick run across to Lai Lai Falls brought competitors to the end of the first stage and to one of the best set up central control locations I have yet seen. Fires, hamburgers, coloured lights, tents, a portable generator and even a film show greeted competitiors as they arrived. Alexander/Haas (17) had moved to an early lead from Creed/PhiHp (28) and David Cuthbert/Andy Chapman in the Surrey Motors Hunter (31). Word came in that Stanley had retned at Durdiwarrah when his Datsun's plastic fan moved forward into the radiator. 
The second stage started disastrously for Beaumont and myself, when I bogged the bulky Monaro trying to get out of a pine forest that wasn't where it should be. Several other crews also had minor troubles, but Alexander stormed through the ruts to drop three. A quick run across to Napoleons saw Hudson and myself on one point with Alexander on 2. A four-mile unmapped road from Durham Lead caught many navigators on the wrong foot on this section. The next four controls were quick loops in the Enfield-Staffordshire Reef area. Our "Firthed" Monaro, now handhng better 

with SP44's on the rear, posted best time with six minutes lateness from the Cooper S of Kevin Mills, Frank Tamis (9), Alexander (10), Creed (13) and Forster (15). Forster was driving bravely with intermittent brake failures which kept his speed down considerably! 
Controls at Grenville and Mt Doran were the only problems to the end of the second stage, with Creed traiUng the 308 Monaro by one point to Lai Lai Falls. At the end of the second stage the leaders were Alexander 43, Creed 52, Mills 65, Hudson 78, Bruce Wilson/Tony Brown (Datsun 1000) 87 and Forster 88. 
However, Kevin Mills' fine run in the Mini came to an end with severe mechanical problems in the Garibaldi pine forest shortly after the start of the last stage. Only Alexander, Wilson and myself cleaned the rough run into the central Garibaldi forest control and everyone lost at least one point on . the quick two-and-a-bit mile route-charted loop that followed. 
Two more loops followed in the Browns area with myself two, Alexander and Davis three and Creed four points being the fastest. Navigation came into play in the next control, a straightforward-looking run to south of Sebastapol. However, time changes roads, but not old survey maps, and several crews lost points looking for a road instead of grass between fence lines. Only Cuthbert, Anderson and ourselves found the track in time. 
The event ended with several loops around Mt Doran. Steady rain turned the clay roads into ice rinks for late runners although the leading crews had little trouble making par through the early rain. 

R E S U L T S 
1. Winter and T a y l o r : G . A lexander /P . Haas 

(Holden Monaro) 53 
2. R ichard C r e e d : R. C r e e d / B . Phil ip ( V W 

1600 Beetle) 104 
3. Holden Dealer T e a m : R. B o n h o m m e / J . 

Beaumont (Holden Monaro) 110 
4. David Forster : D. F o r s t e r / G . Sproat 

(Cort ina G T 500 ) 112 
5. Huni ingdale A u t o C l u b : G . D a v i s / D . 

Long (Anglia) 116 
6. Huntingdale A u t o C l u b : B. W i l s o n / A . 

Brown (Datsun 1000) 124 

HUNTINGDALE AUTO CLUB 

TOTAL INVITATION RALLY 
$300 prizes and trophies 

350 miles of Gippslands 
best roads. 

1st heat 1970 Victorian 
Rally Championship. 

February 7-8 1970 

Regs available from Director Roger Bonhomme 56-6362 


