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Story by ROGER BONHOMME 

T was a non-Victorian result for the first time in memory in the prestigious Alpine Rally, held over an extremely testing 700-mile course during early December. 
Leading virtually all the way, the Datsun 1600 crew of Elliot/Gocentas won comfo r t ab ly by 16 points from p u n c t u r e - p l a g u e d Hodgson/Beaumont (Escort TC) with Thompson/Gregson (Mazda RlOO) filling third slot. The Gerry Ball Tuning Service of Canberra entered first and third placed cars. A third team member, Lang/O'Cleary, would have gone close to taking the Alpine but somehow drove straight through the Bogong control and collected a 120-point penalty. 
The entry list looked good, despite a singular lack of prize money in one of the year's toughest events. But things turned a little sour when favourites Kilfoyle/Osborne in the Holden Dealer Team XU-1 were non-starters, as their Torana was being used for display purposes, TC Escorts for Holden/Shepheard and Lawton/TBN failed to appear on the grid (Holden being injured in a pre-rally race-meeting and the British Leyland entered Cooper S for Brown/self expired en route to the start with a swallowed cam follower. 
The event got underway with two quick dices through the excellently-roaded Stanley pine plantation (east of Wangaratta) before moving onto a long series of sections following the main transmission lines right into the corner of north-eastern Victoria. Roberts/McAuUffe joined the casualty list half way through the first stage when an awkward landing after a humped grid 
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distorted their Volvo's transmission. EUiot, Lang , T h o m p s o n , Janson/Mi tche l l (Southern Motors XU-1) and Hodgson each virtually took it in turns to set best times t h r o u g h Back Creek, Kergunyah, Gundowring, Koetong plantations and Cudgewa to stage-end at Corryong. Philip/Jessup also impressed with • some quick driving in the ex-HDT, Barry Ferguson Torana. At Corryong Elliot led on 30 points from Janson and Hodgson, each on .36, Thompson 37 and Lang 38. Dust was still a major problem as the field turned south through Thowgla and Mitta Mitta, then across to Mt Beauty, Bogong and Falls Creek. Only patches of rough bog along.the Cravensville track gave drivers any respite from the dust. Punctures, too, became a problem, with nearly every car in the leading contingent suffering at least two blowouts. Several crews had more; Hodgson had jacking problems with each of his flats, which did not help his cause. 
Janson, who scored four punctures, elected to run on a flat over a short five-minute section near Porepunkah later in the event. This may have led to his undoing when rear suspension members parted and he was forced to retire. 
After Lang's faux pas at Bogong, the route led generally east back to the Omeo Highway near Shannonvale then south to the stage end at Omeo. Stage leaders were EUiot (again) on 36, from Janson and Thompson on 43 and Hodgson 52. Overall, Elliot led on 66 from Janson 79, Thompson 83, Hodgson 88 and Robertson/AUery (Escort TC) 98. The final stage utilised the usual run over the Hotham Plateau to Hotham Heights Hotel, then down the winding ridges'into Harrietville. Generally clear weather conditions assisted drivers on this traditional section in the Alpine before they plunged 

into the pine forest around Bright and Myrtleford. Hodgson, making a strong attempt to catch leader Elliot, suffered a further problem with a loose steering assembly near Myrtleford. But Elliot, making the most of his dust-free position as car number one, was too good over the closing stages and, despite some late challenges by cars further back in the dust clouds, the ACT driver went on to win well. The Alpine, to be a National title event again next year, was well run by the LCCA team under Bruce Ford. The only criticisms were levelled at the over-large amount of daylight running and lack of prizemoney. No doubt these problems will be ironed out before the 1972 Alpine. 
R E S U L T S 

1. Gerry Ball Tun ing S v c e : E l l i o t / G o c e n t a s 
(Datsun 1600) 92 

2. Gri f f i th Brake Svce: Hodgson /Beaumont 
(Escor t T C ) 108 

3. G e r r y B a l l T u n i n g S v c e : 
T h o m p s o n / G r e g s o n (Mazda R I C O ) 111 

4 . Peter Rober tson: Rober tson /A l l e ry 
(Escor t T C ) 1 34 
Head Mod Engineering: B i rd /Mason 
(Cort ina) 1 34 

6. George F u r y : F u r y / S u f f e r n (Cort ina) 
140 

Club Day at Catalina IF you're a member of MG, Volkswagen, Hills or North Shore Car Clubs, you can find out at first hand what Rallycross at Catalina Park is all about. On January 9, the Mini Car Club of NSW is running a special Closed Autocross meeting, with those aforementioned clubs invited. A limit of some 60 cars is being put on the entry, so don't wait for your Club Secretary to contact you, but get in touch directly with Mini Club President. Tony French at 55-4412 (home), and he will provide you with all the details. Apart from providing intending rallycross competitors with a close look at the course, the event is also designed to encourage club memben to apply for official positions at Catalina Park for the Open "Motorcraft" Rall> cross meetings. Next one of those is Januar>- 30 - as if you didn't know! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE 1971 CHAMPIONS! 
. . . Winners on GLOBE Mag Wheels 

T h e " D u l u x R a l l y " winning Holden Dealer T e a m Torana C O L I N 
B O N D 

Rugged tough G L O B E light alloy wheels are JOIN THE CHAMPIONS 
available to suit your car. Enquire at your GIOtB / 
local Speed Shop or Tyre Store . . . 
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