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DELETION OF SPECIAL STAGES

Following the decisions of the Stewards, Appeal Tribunal and AMSAC on the 1980
Autosport Stages the following comments on the interpretation of Paragraph Alé
of the Victerian Addendum are provided for the benefit of Directors, Competitors
and Stewards. The regulation states that:

&

In addition to the National Rally Code Paragraph 53, the Pirector
may delete a secticon from the results (of a VRC heat) if in his
gpinion; certain competitors were unduly disadvantaged by some
sitvation or conditicns which were not evident for all competitors.

The intention of this regulation is to allow a Director (or the Stewards in the
case of a protest) to delete a special stage from the results if it is clearly
apparent that conditions were not suitable for special stage rallving. The
concept of = special stage event is to determine the winmer as the fastest car/
crew combination over a series of special stages where as nearly as practicable
equal conditions can be-achieved for all competitors.

It is important to realise that regulation Al4 does not allow 3 stage to be
deleted just because the Director believes that it was not fair. For instance,
if a route instruction causes confusion but is absolutely correct, then the stage
cannct legally be deleted (this was the decision of the Stewards on the 1980
George Derrick Memorial Rally).

The regulation onlv provides for deletion of a stage where a competitor was UNDULY
disadvantaged by some sftuation or conditions NOT EVIDENT FOR ALL COMPETITORS.
Hence, scmething wust have changed so that conditions were not egual, There is
still room for intorpretzticn as to what are EQUAL conditicns and as to when a
disadvantage becomes an UNDUE disadvantage. The following are suggested inter-
pretations of these words in the context of current thinking among Special

Stage event compet’iion and directors.

As to what are unequal conditions, here are some possible examples:-

(a) tree fallen mid-field blocking road.

(b) passage control official asleep (refer to decision of Stewards,
1978 Akademos Rallv).

(¢) member of public or police delays a competitor.
(d) toad conditions deteriorating substantiallv, e.5., road becomes boggy.
(e) a competitor blocks the road with either his car or winch cable.

(£] an zccident is encountered where injury has occurred or is imminent
if action is not taken sc a following car stops to assist,

The next issue is the interpretation of the term "UNDULY DISADVANTAGED", It is
impossible to provide firm guidelines here because every case is different. Clearly
a competitor is unduly disadvantaged if the effect of the umnequal conditiomns has
resulted in him locsing a placing in the outright results, Thus, 2 competitor whe
finishes well ocutside the awards or championship points irrespective of a-stage on
which he has been disadvantaged, cannot possibly be considered to have been unduly
disadvantaged on that stage,
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In sope of tha instancas (a) tc {f) shove the casc will pa feirly clear-eut. If it
ean be proven that a cpmpetitor has Liad to ctep competiticn on a stags for a
sufficient pericd of time for it to affect his recult (e.z. 21l except (d) above)
then this elearly constitutes grounds for deletion of tha sazction. 1f, however,

8 compatitor bacamos bogged then it must he evaluated whether he became bogged
because the conditicons had chuanged substanticzlly frem esvlicr cors (tha Stewards

en the Autospor: Stages considaved that Browm hecams boszed by an grror, not that
the conditicons had changed).’ ;

However, if g compeiitor hecomes bogged, he may well disadvantsge (ar advantage)
following cars. In th2 case where he blocks the road gomplately the case is once
again quite clear cut. If he oply partially blocks the rosd and then snother
competitor alsa becomes bogged, it must be avaluated whather he bocome kogged
-partly or whelly becsuse the other competitor was denving him full use of the road
{this was the decision of the Stewsrds on thez Autospor: Stages wheve the gtage was
deleted bucanse Vaterhouse was unduly disadvantaged in that Brosm wac in the middle
ef the road and denied Waterhouse the use of thatpart of the rcodd,

A couple ol final remarks. Clearly it ls necessary to avoid a2 competitoy getting
8 stage delered by hlocking the road. Yatiomal Rally Cade Parasratis 33.4 and
28,5 cover this situyacion 2dequately. Howaver, bear im wind thot a cempetitor who
blocks the road unintentionally (e.g. rolls the car and it lands upside dowm in
the middle af *he road, or a competifer who becomes koaged on & narrow track) can
hardly he charged with deliberate obstriection, Note also that zLepping to aczaist
at an accideni is covayed by FOR Paragraph 32.1 which allews a Directaer to "eive
back same tize" to a eruw who stops. FHowever, in cases whare the time stopped
may be difficult to accurately determine zad the results are ve~y cinse, it nay
be necessavy ta delete the stage on the basis that the ccwpetitor was subject to
unequal conditicns 2nd either bz nr his rival may ba diszdvantaged depending upon
the allcwablae time vhich the Director determines. *

Finally, it is worth besring in mind that the deletlon of & staze can often sea 8
dramatic change in the results apd (as was the cs=e 1a the Autcesport Stages) the
coppetitor whn actwally "caused" a problem weay ens up winning an event. This is
an unaveidable and totally acceptable situation within the concept of special
staze rallying.

1980 VICTORIAY RAILY CHAMPIONSHIP
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Follewing the conclusion of judicial procedures regarding the results of the 1980
Autcsport Stages we are now able to publish the finsl rointscores for the 1980 .
Vietorian Rally Chanpienship and the Grade Twe Award, Congratulations to-the

pew cehempions, Chris Brovn and Simon Browm. : :

DRIVERS MAVIGATORS

Chria Frowm 37 pointa fimen Lrowm 37 points
Warwick Emith a3 . Paul Patersca 29

Geoff Portman 18 Phil Rainer 18

Jim Uetlevpeora 325 . Ra¥ Bcoti . 12

Shane Blapdfozd 12 Ron Rarper 12

Hugh Bell g Teny Allen 2 s
Bes Muldoeon P Noel Keliy ]

Chris Wall 8 1loyd Minifie B

Bob Watecn 7 Fon Lugg S

Poug Thenpsen 5 Rate Hobson 3

Pavid Qificer . Grahan Eoot &

John Coleman 4 Chris Rangall 4
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