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It is hard to im- -
‘agine .that while-

screaming . through

_the ‘'bush i a ‘hot
~.Gemini at 7500 rpm
~in-third gear a driver - .
can be deafened by .
.. his navigator cough- -
ing but that is the

plight of- Ballarat
- rally-. driver  Phillip
~Coghlan, . " o

o Insidé his. $1700 "
- “Confederation of ‘Aus-:

. pAvID

tralian Motor Sport

-approved ‘helmet. all
‘- road and engine noise o

is:silenced.

C:oTotal concehtr‘atic‘).h_'kj.
by the driver.and navi- -

gator is broken by talk
‘between them .on ‘the
intercom. I

. “If the other .guy.
‘coughs. you get .your: .
head blown- off,” he
=said. '

' Phillip ‘Coghlan,: 28,

" _has'spent $15,00D in the

'SHOWERS CLEARINC,
RecommendedpnceQ T e

‘past four years on'a top
~flight. 1800cc Gemini

fronts, ;
-.absorbers axd a form of

| body in corne

cadmone the

for rallying. -
_-.John TRowlands .of
Smeaton, -built. the car.
.from- an  insurance
write-off shell.
Phillip- -Coghlan is

- -an gvid motorsport en-

‘thusiast. who owns the
‘Crossing restaurant in
. Burnbank street.
"He recently-re-
turned from 18 months
in Europe working for

1 -the Opel Dealer-Team

and chasing the World
Championship series. .-
“The team rallied
Germarn Kadette
GTEs, - the  equivalent
of the Gemini. - .
~Phillip . €oghldn.
Gemini is‘a 1976 SL
-coupe,. fitted " with 4
Bathurst S4 engine by
“:the Country -Dealer
Team;, a group of Mel-’
~ bourne. Geémini- racing
‘mechanics who special-
.Ise in hotting-up Gem-=
Cindsro e T T
The: ¢ar has g
Commodore. .rear
~brakes, ventilated disc
gags :Shock

o ftect ' suspen-'
1 that  lowers -the

= Phillip Coghlan ‘said
- the car would run at
Speeds up-to 160 kmh -
~through the tight for-.
est twists in the event,
He . predicts'-a" dry

ty- event  on-:hard
roa i these conk
ditions dust may ¢hoke.
drivers, tyré wear will"

. beextensive and engine’

over-heating may oc- .
Cur... . oo s
. He said" rally. cais

were  specially " built,

Extensive  roll-bar:

| werk, " seam-welding

and. a re-enforced. |

“{rame made them safe.. |

-He is confident that—

. if the car rolled, the
:structure,  his - helmet

and the harness would

‘1allow him and his navi= .

gator Jan Fulton to es~ -
cape unharmed. . :

= Two mechanics, an

electronics expert ‘and .
two assistants make.»u?p

+his service crew, 7.

-In addition to. the
«car, Phillip - Coghlan -

- willhave a truckload of
Sspares ‘at’ the “Kor~

weinguboora' sérvice .
boint and another-car

ready “for emergency
~trips: to--Ballarat ot |

elsewhere if a part not.- .

Qnarac . 1o .




