Australian rally
hampion Geoff
Portman faces two-
ime Begonia winner
Hugh Bell and a host
f top Victorian and
South Awustralian
rews in- the 1982
Windscreens O’Brien
Begonia Rally
LOMOITOW.

From 9 am 70 crews
n some of Australia’s
bop rally cars will be set
loose on Ballarat tracks
and the Creswick and
Wombat forests .

Hugh Bell. and co-
driver -Steve Ellis have
won the past two Be-
gonias in their crack
Datsun 1600. This year
the event has been re-:
duced from two days to
mne.

Geoff Portman and
navigator Phil Rainer
return in ‘the Datsun
1600 that won in 1979.

They .,were running
second in 1981 in a
Datsun ‘200B when
mechanical failure
caused them to retire. -

Portman won last
year's Australian cham-
pionship in a Stanza
that has been taken over
by top South Austra-
lian’s Doug Thompson
and Ron Lugg.

They were quick in
the Alpine rally late last
year and the car-is im-
proving.

Datspares Austraha
will sponsor a formidable
two car team.

Chris Brown and
Round Australia trial
winner for 1979, Noel
Richards will share a
top-line Datsun 180B.

This is the dark-horse

Two top contenders for
tomorrow’s Begonia Rally
will be David Officer in his
Galant (right) and Hugh
Bell in his Datsun (below).
David Officer gave an indi-
cation why his nickname is
“Dinter” with this action
last year. He and navigator
Kaye Hobson finished
second behind Bell and
Steve Ellis. Hugh Bell will
be aiming to be the first
man to win three success-
ive Begonia rallies. He won
by only 12 seconds in 1980 .
and had an easy victory last
year when his main rival
Geoff Portman retired.

7111 contest

Australian rally champion, Geoff Portman, heads the Strong entry list
for the 1982 Windscreens O’Brien Begonia Rally.

of the field and the team
could upset the fancied
1600s.

Ballarat car dealer
Garry Harrowfield will
share the second team
car with Steve
Hollowood. .

Harrowfield was run-
ning fourth early in last
year's event but retired
with engine failure after
four hours.

David Officer and
Kate Hobson came
second last year in their
Galant and have re-
turned to go one better.

Warwick Smith and
Janiene Kilfoyle are also

s

likely to do well in J,hei(
Lancer.

South Australian
rally champions Barry
Burns and David Milne
and Ian Swan and Mike
Prendergast will drive
Stanzas in-their first Be-
gonia rallies.

There are 13 national
and State grade one
Crews. -

Graeme Wis‘e‘s

Datsun 1600. Mick
Baldwin's Stanza and .

Bruce Robertson's ex-
round Australia trial
Commodore will be
among the top grade two.
drivers.

Jim Gleeson's ex-Ford
works team Escort
RS2000 heads the 47 en-
tries in the grade three

~ and four class.

The Ballarat Escort
team of David Chestnut
and Kim Baxter should
also do well.

Organisers expect big
crowds at the many
spectator pomts on. the
route.

The rally will be

‘based at the Korweingu-

“boora recreation reserve.

“Cars will call there five

times during the day for
servicing and the lunch
break.




