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ALPINE RALLY

ANOTHER WIN
FOR HOLDEN
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27 minutes looking for the right route.

‘aliant Galants filled the
next three places,

longest weekend event on
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Kilfoyle's win was his Ford, packed more com-
fitth Alpine victory — four peruve miles inw me event
as a driver and one as a na- than ever before.
vigator. The result did not Less than half the 40
change the ARC final list- starters finished within
ings as Bond/ tied their late time and without
up the title durin last exception those that fin-
month’s Walkerville ished remarked on the
Second in the series was toughness of the route a
Kilfoyle (driver) and Ro%er competitiveness of the tim-
Bonhomme (navigator lllgl._
Stewart and Johnson third. he first cars left the
Interestingly, of the six LCCA startat I p.m. yester-
Australian championship dl* and finished at Lake
heats, five have been won alo 20 hours and some
by HDT cars and in four 800 miles later. Apart from
events, Toranas finished the long rally stage, trans-
both first and second. g:nsecumweregenemly
With victories in the ief and sparse — thus the
ARC, Victorian and NSW Alpine's standard of com-
titles the Dulux Rally first- petltlve driving was main-
to-third (plus Bathurst and tained for most of the run-
rallycross in two States), time.
1972 certainly been the ther factors adding to
year of the Torana. the rally’s toughness includ-
WALKOVER ed dust and ent dry.
Unfortunately, next { roads mak any
's national regulations sections fairly rug;eﬂ on
will favor Toranas strongly cars ending a season’s ral
and, unl the regs ing

4 ; final , the series could be
heat of the 1972 alian a over for XU-1s.
Rally Championship, was I can’t frankly see Pro-
lutzc XU-1, crewed by duction Touring fuel in-
Peter Janson and Mike Pre- Escorts,

g s,



AUSTRALIAN RALLY

by Roger Bonhomme
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

ENTRIES WERE SEEDED in order of their ARC and State
score and, with Bond the dam,

lants of Stewart/Johnson, Cl

went to
umeyerauluey

of Surfers’

a-
Kilfoy! IW Ga-

next, a formation which they maintained in points scores to the fin-

Hank Kable came down from
Brisbane to run a Mazda under
the Stones Corner Motors Ban-
ner whilst the A.C.T., which
produced last year's winner
Graham Elliott, was represent-
ed by Peter Lang (Datsun
1600).

Crews started from either
the LCCA clubrooms in Mel-
bourne or Wodonga and rallied
to scenic Lake Buffalo south of
Myrtleford.

DAYLI

The first eight controls were
held in daylight through the
Merriang, Kunmn Creek and
Ovens pine plamauuns — fairl
remote areas with little likeli-
hood of oncoming traffic.

From Lake Buffalo, the route
led into the pines at Bread and
Butter Gap then north on a
series of short but very com-
petitive sections. For-
ster/Suenderrmann, in the ex-
John Dixon Escort, dropped one
on the first six-miler.

From then on the leading six
crews dropped equal points
until control five, where Hod-
gson/Gocentas (Escort TC)
cleaned a loop along Roach
Road from the ones of Lang,
Riley and Kilfoyle.

The field exned the Runnin,
Creek area at Merri; Sou
with Stewart dropping five on
the control to the sixes of
Chivas, Janson, Davis/Haas
and Shaw/McAuliffe.

GAP

At the first service point,
north-east of Myrtleford, there
was already a big gap between
the top dozen crews and ‘‘the
rest’’. Robertson/Wunderlich
retired at Myrtleford with no
third gear, Jenkins/Chignell
(Mini) broke a drive shaft
whilst the Fury/Suffern Cortina
was already noisy in the gear-
box, a fault which was to cause
its retirement later.

Muldoon/Lugg (Cortina) had
a hairy ride through the dusty
pine forests when their accel-
erator hnka%e jammed on
frequently raida/Waight
(Renault) clipped a tree and
Kagan/Williams (Anglia) left
the road exiting Running Creek.

The dustiness of Victoria's
north-east forced director
Bruce Ford to spread the field
apart at three minute intervals,
but the lack of wind held the
dust over the route for ages.

OVENS

Janson won the first of three

sections through the Ovens

plantation, dropping two to the
three of Muldoon/Norton and
fours of a dozen others. Most
crews dropped two on the sec-
ond Ovens sections whilst the
third saw Stewart drop one with
Kilfoyle and /Norton

ssure returned with an eight-

minute burst along the pow-

erlines to Lucyvale Creek then

north to the plne plantations
'el‘llo:’; KIII le, S

son, oy e. tewart,

clock-

mg txmcs wlmln seconds of
each other as.the route turned
into the pine areas between
Beetoomba and Koeton%.

Goetz joined the leading
group, being equal best on sev-
eral short sections. At Shelley,
Janson took time out to replace
a tie rod end, pinching one from
his service car.

The Shelley district also saw
four more retirements in quick

each on two.

The Muldoon brothers (both
driving Cortinas) were doing
well in their first battle against
each other in a national event.
Unfortunately they were both
hampered by mechanical prob-
lems later in the Alpine.

The route led through Havi-
lah to Porepunkah and the third
group of pine plantations used
to make up the large proportion
of the Alplnes mileage. RI]EK
was fastest on both Porepunka
sections, losing a point on the
first to the twos of Kilfoyle,
Stewart, Chivas, Lang and Hod-
gson. On the second section, he
and Chivas each lost eight
l)omls unnecessarily on the fol-

wlng control when he took a

road en route to Trap-
ngap via the now sealed Ta-
wonga Gap road.

He and Kilfoyle cleaned a
short section up Trappers Gap
Road whilst Stewart took over
the running on the stage's final
control, 14 miles in 24 minutes
to Mitta Mitta.

Kilfoyle suffered a puncture
into Mitta Mitta and lost four.
Worse happened to Lang — a
rear suspension part collapsed
on his Datsun four miles from
the village and he retired.

At Mitta Mitta, Stewart led
on 26 from Hodgson and Janson
each on 28, Kilfoyle 30 and
Chivas 31. Chivas was slowed
throughout the event by over-
heating.

Fury/Suffern joined Lang in
retirement at Mitta Mitta —
Fury’s first DNF in 17 events,
quite an achievement for this
quick pedaller. Sharp/Sharp
dropped out with alternator
troubles, whilst Mul-
doon/Norton called it a day
with broken suspension in their

Cortina.
DASH

The second stage started
with a quick dash north to Cal-
laghan's Creek (Stewart two,
Hodgson three) then north
again to Bullhead Creek (Kil-
foyle clean, S‘ewarl and Janson
one each), roachlnF Bull-
head, EI]lsIWaII (Mini) left the
road and retired.

After a transport to Talla-
ngatta Valley, the high pre-

BRUCE HODGSON WAS well on form during the Alpine, driving
up near the leader on point score until he lost a wheel
from Mount Hotham. This shot was taken in the Merriang Plan-

— Forster's Escort
(hit bank), Monahan's Monaro
(broke wishbone) Johnson's
Torana (sick nav.) and Heather
McDonald (Mini) just gave up.

RE-ROUTED

Three controls in the Koetong

plantation were re-routed, sup-

ly because a brace of deer
were released in the forest just
prior to the event.

The event was becoming a
three car battle between
Stewart, Kilfoyle and Hodgson
(with Janson in close attend-
ance) as the route turned south
to Lucyvale Creek, Cravens-
ville and Buckeen.

The Cusack/Gebbie Monaro
with bent front suspension re-
tired just prior to a rough 10-
miler at Callaghans Creek; a
pity for the boys were seuiug
remarkably good times earlier

on.
After a transport run throu;
Mitta Mitta came the Alpine's
longest control — 60 miles of
tortuous Omeo Highway. Kil-

foyle, Stewart, Janson and Hod:
gson cleansheeted wI.(h Klll‘oyle
the

allowed was too lenient!
The s s final control into
Omeo uti led eight miles of
ivate roadway on which Kil-
oyle, Stewart, Riley and Hod-
gson each dropped five min-

utes.

STEWART'S STAGE

At Omeo, the scorers gave
the stage to Stewart on 19, from
Kilfoyle 23, Hodgson 25 and
Janson, who lost time on his
suspension rebuild, 34. This
Stewart outright first on 45, ol-
lowed by Kilfoyle and Hodgson
53 and Janson 62.

Stage three started with
the traditional run “across the
top" to Hotham Heights and
then the brake-burning drop
down into Harrietville.

On the Harrietville control,
Hodgson lost a wheel and axle
which plummetted over the
1000-foot cliff edging the road.
Hoddo, fortunately, was able to
keep the rest of his car on the
road until his service car came
with a replacement wheel and

axle,

Kilfoyle, Stewart and Riley
each cleaned into the old gold-
mining town at the foot of Hoth-
am Heights.

BIRD CAGE

Stars of the stage were un-
doubtedly Sue an-
som/Christine Cole (Escort
TC) who, despite the tiring na-
ture of the event, managed a
last minute burst to keep up
with the quick boys over the
final controls.

The girls worked their way
up from car 43, to finish around

12th car in the field and win
eight place overall.

The route led through the
Bright plantations (used in the
first stage) whe'rle JIDIDI:
dropped one rst control
lmm Kil(uyle and Stewar

, and Ktlfoyle. Slewarl
Clnus "and Riley
apiece on ule ucti.on
Ransom dropped three on each
control.

Transport sections led the ra-
pidly thinning field through Eu-
robin, Havilah and Ovens be-
fore two quick sections in the
Ovens plantation. In the first
control, Stewart/Johnson lost
27 whilst Kilfoyle decided the
director’s route was better and
lost only three from the fives of
Chivas, Janson and Ransom,

On the second Ovens control,
Kilfoyle again led the field,
dropping two against the threes
of Stewart, Chivas, Riley, Jan-
son and Goetz.

PLANTATIONS

The final controls were held
in the Merriang-Running Creek
lee plantations. Kilfoyle and

iley shared the honors on the
penultimate control but,

14, with

ALPINE RALLY
DIRECTOR—
BRUCE FORD

ALPINE WINNER Frank Kil-
foyle speeds up a siope in Mer-
riang ahead of a cloud of dust.
Dust and mud were features of
this years Alpine.

and Butter Gap, beating Kil-
Lnyle Slevum and Janson who

ufemlwl(iﬂoylem

anson 21, Chivas 23,

tzﬂ:ndl)winnndllﬂeg
an-

28 follow
som,
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And so Kill‘nyletlhsehepheard

ran out wi
most arduous event. Certainly
those in char
50th Alpine
able to make it an:
if they do there will be 1o few
finishers to celebrate the
event's golden anniversary!

FTER THE ALPIN

of next s
ally will n%elarbe
tougher —

E RALLY
the

— and a few hours sleep —
A:nlnllln Rally Championship
adv

panel (Johason,
able, Queensland;

Haas, Victorlr and McLeod,
South Allstraih) resumed their
meet

in Melbourne.
Several leading competitors

expressed fears after the Al-
pine that unless next year's pro-

sed Production Touring ri
tions are changed for ra ly

cars to the Improved Pro-
duction *‘plus” regs of the past
four years, then the 1973 Cham-

amazingly, Sue Ransom flung
her little Escort through to
cleansheet the Alpine’s last
competitive section to Bread this year.

pionship could well produce
less competitors for the Holden
Dealer Team to beat than it did

PROVISIONAL RESULTS
Holden Dealer Team — F. Kilfoyle/G. Shepheard
Peter Janson — P. Janson/M. Prads
Valiant Galant Raily — D. Stewar/D. Johnson
Valiant Galant Rally Team — D. Chivas/P. Meyer
Valiant Galant rally Team — R. Riley/A. Van Loon
Heimut Goetz — H. Goetz/M. Mitchell
Mollison Motors — G. Davis/P. Haas
AUSTRALIAN RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP:
DRIVERS: C. Bond 33, F. Killoyle 30, D. Stewart 14
NAVIGATORS: G. Shepheard 42. R. Bonhomme 15. D. Johnson 14
MANUFACTURERS' TITLE: GM-H.
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