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GRAYTOWN, AUGUST 10 — RETURNING TO FORM WITH A

VENGEANCE GARY HARROWFIELD AND GEOFF BOYD

scored their second outri
they took out the Clark

victory in the Vic. Rally Cham
rysler Experts Trial here today.

when
ving a

Datsun 1600 they mastered the considerable pressure of the Light
Club's navigational masterpiece which this year included some out
and out pressure driving from route charts as well.

The crew's win moves them up
tosecond place in the title chase
having gained a total of 18
championship points.

Because of the inclusion of
tenths of a minute in the scoring
system, points losses are to one
decimal place.

Harrowfield-Boyd were down
63.4 which was 12.3 ahead of the
next car.

LEADERS

Current series leaders David
Bond-Ian Richards put in yet
another good showing to come
home in second place with a
total loss of 75.7 points. Their
Clark Chrysler Lancer once
again ran faultlessly throughout
the night. .

Their second placing puts
their series points so far up to
thirty which will make them
pretty hard to catch.

After being bogged for 16
minutes early in the event John
Dixon-Tony Walsham pressed
on in their red Mazda Coupe to
take out third with a loss of 101.3
points.

As it turned out they were 26
points behind the second place
getters so the time lost ex-
tricating themselves from the
bog was not to play a significant
part in the outcome.

However, such incidents early
in an event are psychologically
more demoralising than similar
ones later on, expecially in the

Exﬁens

aving just secured spon-
sorship from Footscray Chrysler
for their GC Galant, John
Coleman and Bemie Peasley
who won last year's Experts,
made a successful return as a
team by slotting in to fourth
place on 106.4.

This was Coleman'’s first run
for 12 months due to lack of
sponsorship, while Peasley has
been keeping his hand in

shuffling maps for John Ar-
mitage and Dean Rainsford.

PAIRING
. Another fairly recent pairin
is that of Graham Horsfield-
Geoff O’Donnell in the Capri V6
which made good by achieving a
fifth down 121.4.

Sixth place getters Bob Bird
and Warwick Smith (Torana
XU-1) were robbed of a fourth
placing when they incurred a 25
point penalty for exceeding a set
speed through a speed trap.

Following a fourth in the
Penfolds (VRC-1) and a fifth in
the Midlander (VRC-3) another
fourth would have been most
welcome.

Their penalty brought their
score to 129.0.
25Ano_thcr c:w.::javl to suffer from a

point speeding penalty was
that of Gil Bavis-fﬁctgr Haa); who
moved out of seventh outright.

FIRST QUTING

Gil Davis-Peter Haas were
having their first outing in the
Datsun 1800 that il has
prepared from scratch.

Looking one of the best
turned out cars ever 1o grace an
entry list the car sported a blue,
black and white paint &ob to act
as a showcase for Gil Davis
Preparations.

Inside the seam welded 1600
body shell lurks the engine and
running gear, including a five
md box, out of the ex-B

onds Datsun 180B SS&
which met an untimely end after
Edmonds had sold it.

The car shows every sign of
going like the proverbial “off a
shovel"!

Their move allowed the first
grade two crew into seventh
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outright, that of Bruce Wilson-
Ian Swan in the Datsun Sales
Centre’s Datsun 1600. They
dr?)ppcd 155.7 points.

f the 44 entries 42 cars
actually started.

Bernie Peasley's lace
alongside John Armitage in the
Autosport Datsun 180 B SSS was
to have been faken by Bruce
Norton who has recently vacated
the left hand seat in Horsfield's
Capri.

nfortunately Armitage'’s car
suffered an accident while being
road tested in Melbourne earlier
in the week and was unable to be
readied in time.

However, the Autosport flag
was kept flying by Roger
Bonhomme-Monty Suffern in
the Datspares-Autosport Datsun
1800 which was destined not to
have a good night.

In fact, after scoring a couple
of WD's the car said good ni
when it hit a rock damaging the
diff and gearbox late in the
event,

Ted Anderson-Tony Wun-
derlich had cured the fault in the
distributor that plagued their
Datsun 1000 during the Midyear
so the car looked ready to show
what it could do.

CRACKED
Doctor John Munro-Wal
Harris found that their car was
suffering from a cracked block
on the Friday evening so sle
was replaced with a cra
programme to change over the
roll bar, suspension, lights and
navigation equipment and install
them all in Munro's Datsun 1600
that he used in last year's
Southern Cross Rally.
Nine grade one crews made it

AT LAST SOMEBODY broke the wlnnlnq streak of the Clark

m%rnucondplm

by Bond and R

chards, but they still

ey o R

Pressure mastered
by Harrowfield

IN THEIR BIG ENGINED DAT-
SUN, Harrowfield and Hodge,
the defending champions,
took their second outright win

of the season.

GOING WELL THROUGH THE
STICKY stuff, .Bob Bird and
Warwick Smith finished in
sixth place overall with their ex
HDT Torana XU1.

to the start line, eleven grade
twos with grade threes making
up the 42 strong field.

Fritz Suendermann directed
the Clark Chrysler Experts,
assisted by Mike Mitchell and
Colin Pomroy.

The event scored a place in
history by being the first to run
inside the army base at
Puckapunyal.

Timing was to one tenth of a
minute (i.e., in six second
divisions) over the ground that
was unfamiliar to drivers and
navigators alike.

Both of the loops in the Army
base were route charted while
the three loops outside were in
the traditional Experts manner.

Fritz Suendermann ridded the
event of timing errors on the
split minute sections by using the
same clocks, the digital ones
from RND Services, for the start
and finish of each section.

This was achieved by making
sections start and finish at the
same control.

Graytown, which a hundred
years ago had a population of
twent; thousand in the grip of
gold fever, is today just a place
on the map.

The site acted as central
control for the five that
comprised the event while the
Wireless  Institute Civil
Emergency/Network stationed a
number of transmitters around
the route and relayed vital in-
formation from the field.

TANK WASH

Major John Neenan flagged
the cars away on the first sect!
of the 500 km event from the
tank wash in the centre of the
base complex.

A point near Gardiner Creek
served as the control for sections
two, three and four while
Murdoch Hill was the location of
control five.

Then it was over to Pearson
Hill, south to Mount
Puckapunyal followed by a two

section hike north to the central
control at Graytown,

Thus far the instructions had
been in the form of route charts
so crews had been given a

speedy introduction to the
xperts.
ut the navigational rot had
yet to set in.

Just 0.7 km into the event Rob
Dyer-Graeme Wallis struck
trouble when the alternator on
their Peugeot 404 broke away.

Almost as quickly Anderson-
Wunderlich ran into trouble
when they ripped a brake hose
off their Datsun 1000 and had to
nroceed with the handhrake as
the only stopper,

After fixing this they were
experiencing the joys of the now
faultless motor when the
seriously deranged the front e
on a hidden llum{.

It's really not their year.

John xon-Tony alsham
(Mazda Coupe) handbrake
turned into a bog while turning
round only to find that the
landscape was treeless and had
to dig themselves out,

This cost them 16 on section 9,

FLAT

A flat tyre cost Gil Davis-
Peter Haas 12 minutes on
section 8. Phil Bernadou-Phil
Rainer, whose Datsun 1600 has
iven no trouble so far this year,
groppcd a wire from the
alternator while Tom Seymour-
John Adams discovered a fault
in their Pug 403's distributor.

‘Ellis (Torana XU-1) were

Norm Lee-Chris Buck bent a
steering arm on their Prefect
1500. Herb Godwin-Jim Maude
were halted for 14 minutes when
their Torana XU-1 swallowed
water going through a ford.

As the crews pulled into
Graytown for the first time
Bruce Wilson and lan Swan
(Datsun 1600) had opened up a
slight lead by being down 2.9
minutes ahead of Roger
Bonhomme-Monty  Suffern
(Datsun 1800) and Gary
Harrowfield-Geoff Boyd
(Datsun 1800) who were level
pegging on 3.2. :

Fourth best were David
Hodge Mick Brasler in yet
another Datsun (this time fitted
with o loé motor) who had
dro 3, na\nm.

4.01" n Ric had
gulled their Lancer Into

2 just in front of Bob
Wagwick Smith (Torana XU-1)
on 5.4.

ARREARS
One tenth gl"l minute in
Arrears were
sittin

B
comfortably on 5.9. Phil Ber-
nadou-Phil Rainer (Datsun 1600)

ueezed in on 6.0 just in front
:)?lhe highest placed grade three
crew avi Dyball-Allen
Roberts in a similar car on 6.1.

Loop ‘B’, the second of the
five, was set north west of
Graytown over as far as Red-




| calee and north over Boundary
oad.

Experts type navigation now
came into play.

Most crews weren't troubled
too much except for the second
last competitive which caught

vite a few crews out, including
omme-Suffern and Hor-
sfield-O'Donnell.

After failing to find a track
which would loop them back on
themselves some crews con-
tinued too far and found

Ives entering the control
from the wrong direction.

Others to caught were
Pearson-Schmidt, Hodge-
Brasier, Wilson-Swan, Fletcher-
Runnalls and four other grade

HIT nﬁu
Thirty-three cars ed loop
‘B’ out of 42 starters. One of
those that didn't was the Torana
XU-1 of Strownix-Ellis which hit

a tree stump breaking the diff
housinevin breaking an axle.
As Wilson and nhomme

now had WD's weisl‘:ling heavlinljy
on their scores Harrowfield-
Boyd now moved into the lead
with a loss of 23.2 followed by
Bird-Smith 30.4 and Bond-
Richards 31.2.

Last year’s winners Coleman-
Peasley were lying in fourth

ce down 37.6 while Dixon-

alsham were recovering well
to be next on 46.2. Also on the
road to zescovery were Davis-

Haas on 48.

Godwin-Maude were the first
grade three crew on 56.5 as
balgl-Robem had just suffered

Equal with Godwin were
Pearce-Baldock who would have
been in second place had it not
been for them losing 28 minutes
in the service prior to the start of
the loop.

Pearce was able to put in two
fastest times on the loop which
demonstrates the potential of
this crew.

The delay was due to the need

to weld up the exhaust, a
blem that was to return later
in the night.
The last of the first

division, loop ‘C’, was set to the

north and criss crossed the

Graytown-Whroo road.
DASHED

Herb Godwin-Jim Maude had

their - hopes dashed on the

the sug break.
~ Gil Davis-Peter Haas really
" put their new toy through its
pacte dutingl:’loop ] by
gonsfksclnrds and

e ':c put in 18

1o ki ngun(e on.
‘:zn'dihﬁted to
take their toll.

Bonhomme missed one then
scored a WD into a major
control, Pearson fell foul of
another, as did Munro-Harris.

Adding to their service
penalty Pearce-Baldock dropped
another.

At the stage break
Harrowfield- were still in
the lead on 41.2 while Bond-
T T S B T e A o

3

place.

Richards were down 49.2 and
had pulled away from Bird-
Smith who were now on 56.4.

Davis-Haas had moved up to
fourth place on 61 while
Coleman-Peasley had _slipped
into fifth with a loss of 70.6 just
in‘ gmnl of Dixon-Walsham on

Pearce-Baldock were next on
83.5 ahead of Horsfield-
O'Donnell on 90.9. Early
leaders, Wilson-Swan had
:lﬁ%ed to eighth with a loss of
¢ A!thel; the [;lage break the

ourth loop, 'D’, went generally
south west and was tshc least
complicated of the navigational
loops escribing an anti-clockwise
route.

Of the 27 cars that set out to
do battle on the final two loops

B 1%

only 20 were going to ﬁnishloot
‘D'". Tension vsns mounting bac
at the Graytown central control
as scores were fed to Mike
Osborne to compute on his
number cruncher. c
Harrowfield-Boyd (57.2) still
led from Bond-Richards (69.2)
while Dixon-Walsham had
moved gg (94.2) ahead of Bird-
Smith (96.4).
Horsfield-O'Donnell  (110.9)
were in front of Davis-Haas
(131.0) who at this stage were
still in front of Coleman-Peasley

AP COMPETIIV, Graham ot was raviated by GooffOonnel ot

navigation for the night but the
event wasn't over.
ROUTE CHARTS

It was back to route charts for
the final loop of the night which
circled back through the
Puckapunyal base for a variation
of the first loog

Bonhomme-Suffern sent a
message back over the radio
network that their event had
come to an end when they
dam?ed their Datsun’s Gearbox
ang aff,

ut

the die was set and

(155.6). sitions changed little over th
That was the end of the ﬂu loop. . g
e ro—_
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