VICTORIAN CHAMPIONSHIP

WANGARATTA, NOVEMBER 10. — GEORGE FURY FOLLOW-
ED UP HIS SOUTHERN CROSS SUCCESS by steering his Datsun
Rally Team Datsun 180B SSS to a convincing win in the Milford-B.
F. Goodrich North Eastern Trial here today.

Navigated by Rex Muldoon,
Fury dropped a total of 54

ints, 10 ahead of the next car.

he competition for the minor
placings was fierce with only
two points separating the next
four cars.

Fury was driving his own
car, the blue Datsun 180B SSS,
and not the works car that he
used in the Cross. And he kept
many people guessing when he
used three sets of tyres on the
night! A popular explanation
was that he was discarding
ty;es as the sharp edge wore

of
PRACTICE

Actually George was putting
into practice some of the tricks
he picked up from the inter-
ational drivers during the Cross
as there are some new theories
on what makes good rally rub-
ber. What these theories are
and what he learned from his
night of experimenting George
ain't saying.

Having their best success to
date were second place getters
Ken Stone and Mike Rebbechi
in a Cortina GT 2000 who lost 64
points.

This crew's performance
would have pleased their spon-
sors for the event, Jack Dillon's
Total Oil and Whitty's Produce
(of Snow White Potato fame),
who were signed up in Wang-
aratta on the Friday night at
the local!

In thirdsglace just one point
behind on 65 were Graham Hor-
sfield and Bruce Norton in their
speedy Capri \_ﬁ.E

Two crews tied for fourth
place on 66. They were Ted An-
derson and Tony Wunderlich in
their Datsun 1000 (12009 and
Ross Turner and lan Pearson in
a Galant.

lan Nalder and Paul Pater-
son, who came sixth on 72, have

STORY
COLIN WOOD
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been having a go at everything
in sight since they teamed up
recently and have been making
a habit of featuring in the re-
sults. e

The event was the seventh
heat of the Victorian Rallz
Championship which, althoug
the series is still in progress,
has been won br Gary Har-
rowfield and Geoff Boyd. Gary
did not contest this particular
event. Other notable non-start-
ers were Bird/Smith, Cole-
man/Peasley and Davis/Haas,
the latter two both possibles for
a second in the series.

ANNIVERSARY

This was the 20th anniversa-
ry of the North Eastern which
traditionally has been a navI%
tional event of some 600 to
kilometres in length. The re-

VERY CLOSE IN THIRD PLACE was the V6 Capri of Graham Hor-
sfield and Bruce Norton, one point behind Stone and Rebecchi.

GOODRICH NORTH EASTERN

CONVINCING

WIN TO FURY/
MULDOON

duced distance this year was
due to the extremely wet condi-
tions .that have prevailed over
Eastern Australia this winter.

The event was over 375 km of
fast, bg;ii:er‘:" roads in Sthe IBa-
ram , Woorragee, Stanley,
Ovens and Meri forests. A
feature of this year's event was
the inclusion of some very
short, sharp and quick sections
of the sort that tend to put the
emphasis on teamwork rather
than prolonged concentration.

Eighty per cent. of the event
was route charted.

In the style of international
rallies the route instructions
also included tulip symbols.

Prize money totalled $500

th trophies to the value of

ACTION

The action started around
Barrambogie and Mount Pilot
on ‘ball bearing' roads where a
deep water splash found sev-
eral crews' waterproofing lack-
ing IncludlnF Hans Wehmol-
ler/Tony Walsham whose Cor-
tina almost drowned its elec-
trics.

Then it was on to the first
service point at the Beechworth
Cemetery followed by an inter-
esting run down the now dis-
mantled Yackandandah railway
line. After the Stanley Forest
and the second service point at
Myrtleford crews were treated

to a trip down the infamous,
near-vertical Big Tank Track.

The local TV station and
many photographers caught the
action at the stage break at
Myrtlefor where
Fury/Muldoon were leading on
15, already eight ahead of Hors-
field/Norton and Ander-
son/Wunderlich on 23. Turn-
er/Pearson were down 26 while
Stone/Rebbechi had dropped 28
and Bird/Parkinson were lying
sixth on 29.

MISTAKE

Early in the second stage a
mistake in the route instruc-
tions caused many crews to
lose time, including
Fury/Muldoon who would have
droppd 14 if te section had not
been deleted.

Roads got a little rougher
and dustier in the Ovens Plan-
tation where the cars were
separated by three minutes to
minimise the dust problem.

As dawn intri its some-
what pale but glaring light into
the Stanley Forest the local
crew of Alan Heaphy/Alan
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DATSUN MOUNTED AS usual
these days, George Fury was-
navigated to a clear victory by
Rex Muldoon. With a wide
choice of tyres to suit this, his
own car, Fury was pretty
serious about the whole affair.

Fleming scorched a section to
clean from Fury/Muldoon on
;hree and several others down
our.

Anyone wanting dphot raphs
of the event should see Klaus
Ferck's proofs at Autosport.

The next and final heat of
this year's Victorian Rall
Championship is the RACV
to be staged this coming Sunday
out of Traralgon.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS
1. Fury/Muldoon Datsun 54
2. Sone/Rebbechi Cortina 64
3. Horsfield/Norton Capri 65
4. Anderson/Wunderlich Datsun 66
Turner/Pearson Galant 66
6. Nalder/Paterson Datsun 72
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