cond 5econd placmg:rn the

other -being the

ys ATna whlch was:

£ soakmg the electrics. With the

g sprung a leak,

diator: filler cap. removed to

ed the iast 14km usmg two"

s ‘of water to:replenish
the failing. cooling system. The
CreW: dropped “11°on the section

vent:was the nght Car
Midwestern;Rall

Beaufort ‘acting as competitive

It, Sta
Th

it ColelBen Major
h:

oint 21km from

e end and finish.

‘to protect the:

: track

year wilh thns, their third plac-
ng in four VCS: events. ;

“In fifth place ‘were :Rich-.

ards/Leitch in their Corolla on
55, gaining thexr first series

points.

rew. :
wnh route instructions- for both
stages 90 minutes before their
due-time out. This gave them

time"

“Alistair Cartwright and Paul
Hoffrichter ‘(Datsun 1600):.also
‘made their long -awaited debut
ont he poifis. ladder wn.h

lot -all - controls : and

or the 1:100,000 Beaufort

. mags ard cross reference to the
more detailed, and in some in-
stances, more accurate, Forest
gofmmlss:on maps of Mt

Ben Major Forest.

TRally

‘action starte

‘0le where.crews-set off
185 km: of the: total 295

they had of chalking up some
more series points. - -
-Rob Lobban/John Adams

.(Datsun 1800) got stuck behind

Sam Hutchinson/Mick Brasier
(Peugeot 504) who had decided
to tackle the event without a

winch.
HIT TREE

Lobban later hit a tree but
sustained little damage apart
from a light, while Bob Phil-
lips/Ross Runnals modified the
front wing of the BM Motors
Corolla on the slippery tracks.

Bill Bennett, now riding with
Tony Allan followmg Ron Jay's
temporary retirement, nearly
cooked the motor of the Pine
Cone Restaurant Hunter and
was forced to withdraw.

Jean Reid, out for her first
run this year, teamed with
Hugh McMenamin in her Co-
rolla but suffered the fate of
many cars stuck behind others
in the mud.

More unfortunate were Sich-
lau/Allan, who rolled their
Wade Motors Fiat on McGee's
track.

Jon Len hton/Peter Carrol
broke a ball joint on the Mini
Bits Mini Cooper and were also

sidelined at the stage break, at
the Shell Roadhouse, at Beau-
fort.

At half-way Irish/Ellis were
leading on 18 followed by
Henry/Marsh on 28,
Wood/Swan 30, Flet-
gher/l\l/lla;nnlatakisR 31,

ence el 41 ich-
Z%STITeI'Tcﬁ." 'also: 'W!l , Phil-
lips/Runnals 42, Car-
twright/Hoffrichter 43 and
Lee/Crofts on 50.

Because Irish/Ellis were the
eventual winners they are not
eligible for the Pine Cone Rest-
aurant prize of dinner for four,
which is awarded to the leading
crew at the stage break.

The second diviion was faster
than the first and provided
some speedy relief for drivers.

But Mike Henry/Marsh over-
shot a crossroad and blasted
into a tee junction too fast, roll-
ing their Ward Motors Honda
Civic.

Fletcher/Maniatakis lost the
lights for five minutes on the
first section, a fate which also

befell Phillips/Runnals 6 km
before the finish. Progress was
made with an Everready Dol-
phin torch which they found had
the added advantage of being
able to be shone round a corner.
But progress was too slow for
them to stand a chance of gain-
ing points.

As it turned out the Midwes-
tern was not the sort of event in
which to run the family hack!
Even without the bad weather
Mount Cole’s gradients are too
steep for anything other than
spirited driving going up and
first-class brakes and handlin
going down. Some downhil

Above left: Gary Spence and

Noel K%% looking for a corner
in lark Chrysler Galant.
They finished fourth.
Above: Colt Fastback punters,
Fletcher and Maniatakis

slipped into second place by
three points.

stretches were qune trea-
cherous.

Of the 40 starters, 30 made it
all the way to the end where
Frank Kilfoyle and helpers had
Kilf's Kitchen in full swing.

The Midwestern will once
again apply for Vie. ‘Clubman
Series status next year.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS

CARTWRIGHT/HOFFRICHTER

MIDWESTERN
1. IRISH/ELLIS (Torana XU 1) 29
2. FLETCHER/MANIATAKIS (Colt F) 47
3. WOOD/SWAN (Datsun 1600) 50
4. SPENCE/KELLY (Galant) 52
5. RICHARDS/LEITCH (Corolla) 0D
6 {Datsun 1600) 60
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