NOVEMBER 26th, BRIGHT — AFTER 550 KILOMETRES of

n'agcd dusty stage rallying, Geoff Portman emerged winner of the
Repco Alpine International Rally.

Portman drove an eight year old Datsun 1600 entered by Autos-
port, Box Hill and was navigated by Ross Runnalls. Portman over-
hauled the works Ford Escort of Colin Bond only driving the final
Division and showed clear proof of his ability to compete with the

country’s best.

Bond led the event from the halfway mark following the depar-
ture from the lead of Wayne Bell’s Marlboro HDT Gemini who had
lead the event from the start. Bond was navigated by John Dawson-
Damer and finished 1 minute and 27 seconds behind Portman.

In third place were Queens-
landers, Murray Coote and
Brian Marsden who set very
quick times in their 120Y des-
pite a water pump change
during the event. Fourth place
was taken by Peter Brock and
Noel Richards in the second
Marlboro HDT Gemini.

Report from
lan Richards

Peter showed how com-
petitive he can be in such a
classy field and made many
quick times, only blemished by
an ‘‘off'’ on Saturday morning
which cost him a maximum
penalty of four minutes.

Consistent performances by
Frank Neale/Philip Dodd (Lan-
cer), Dave Morrow/Ian Lincoln
(Datsun) and Chris and Simon
Brown (Datsun) earned them
fifth, sixth and seventh places
respectively. David Balm-
ain/Terry Hanrahan (Lancer)
from Bega finished eighth after
early problems and a very fast
run to the finish.

Group 3 winners and ninth
were Jim Uttieymoore/Tony
Bend (Lancer) after a very con-
sistent quick run. Second in
Group 3 were Alan Cutts and
Rod Browning (Datsun 1600)
from Queensland followed by
Mick Ellis/Jim Maude (Datsun
1600).

Group 4 saw some good per-
formers with honours going to
the Toyaparts Corolla of Roger
McKinnon/Trevor Boyd follow-
ed by Max Roberts/Tony
Carroll in a Mark 1 Cortina.

Noteable retirements were
the hot favorite, Greg Carr with
engine problems very early in
the event. Bell expired at about
half distance as did the Datsun
1600’s of Garry Harrowfield and
Phil Rodgers, both of whom
looked good for a place in the
first five.

Bob Watson (Turbo 504)
proved to be a little off the pace
and rolled out of the event on
Saturday morning whilst the
three car Filipino attack was
uncompetitive and resulted in
two retirements against trees.

THE START

One of the highlights of the
1978 Repco Alpine International
Rally was the City start. The
first forty cars motorcaded
through the City of Melbourne
during the lunch time rush and
then parked in the Bourke
Street Mall. The cars remained
on display there for two hours
until the Lord Mayor, Irvine
Rockman, flagged the first cars
away at 2.30 pm.

Cars travelled to the Green-
vale Reservoir Picnic Area
where they joined the remain-
ing cars. Ninety-six cars, in-
cluding virtually every name
driver in the country, finally de-

parted towards Benalla for the-

first competition.
DIVISION ONE

The competitive start to the
event was a tight 12 kilometre
stage through little used tracks
in the Reef Hills Forest near
Benalla. Three cars cleaned the
section, whilst a handful also
cleaned the subsequent “‘flat-
chat'” stage on which Wayne
Bell was 25 seconds early, aver-
aging 103 km/h.

Watson was the first with

problems, stalling the car at the
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TOP AND ABOVE: Geoff Portman shows his winning form in the
Autosport Datsun 1600 and accepts his victory at the presenta-
tions. Photos by Paul Hogie and David Hassall.

start of Stage 1 and leaving a
minute late. Carr's Escort
sounded ill on Stage 2 and then
stopped altogether on Stage 3
with overheating and failing
spark plugs. It was an unfortu-
nate loss to the event when he
ran out of late time before rem-
edying the problem.

Stage 3 took time off every-
one with Brock surprising a lot
of people to be quickest, and
fourth overall. Phil Pittaway
from S.A. retired his Datsun
1600 on Stage 3 with a broken
trailing arm. Also destined to
withdraw at the Wangaratta
Division end was the Bak-
er/Young P76, with trans-
mission problems and Ken
Stone's Datsun 1600 with sus-
pension problems.

The scores at Wangaratta as
night fell and crews departed
for the Division to Bright, were
Bond 1.20, Bell 1.21, Morrow
1.26, Brock 1.30, Harrowfield

1.35, Coote 1.57, Waterhouse
2.03, Portman 2.12, Brown 2.21
Rodgers 2.30.

DIVISION TWO

The long, dusty night run to
Bright comprised eight special
stages including four in the
Merriang Plantation area. Bell
emerged as the pace setter and
won five stages. Bond pipped

Bell on another stage and the
most treacherous stage along
the cresty Merriang Ridge was
won jointly by Murray Coote
and lan Swan, both in Datsun
120Y’s.

Portman, together with
Frank Neale and Ian Hill, were
having dust problems with the
three Filipino cars who were
proving to be dead slow. Por-
tman's problem was aggra-
vated by a puncture on Stage 4,
but he got a clear run on Stage 8
to be quickest.

BELOW LEFT: PETER BROCK SLIDES his MHDT Gemini around
Hume Weir to take quickest time but only a couple of hours earlier,

below right, he was sitting in a ditch after an ‘off’. Photos by David

Hassall.
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One of the surprises of the
event was Phil Rodgers who
was flying in his Datsun 1600
and emerged at the end of the
night in fourth place.

Stage 7 was the event's long-
est, 34 kilometres, and claimed
lan Hill (broken crankshaft)
Laurie Wilson (diff) and the
Fitchers (reason unknown).
Mike Heny also struck prob-
lems with his Escort when
something came loose in the ca-
rburettor.

John Armitage and Graeme
Trounce shared electrical prob-
lems at the service prior to
Stage 9, both retiring. The
former was a battery problem,
the latter was the alternator.

Bond was enjoying the dust
free run at the head of the field
but was slowed on Stage 10
when he clobbered a kangaroo.
Most cars sounded fairly rough
through the final spectator area
near Bright after being dren-
ched with water splashed over
some stretches of Stage 11.

As crews bedded down ready
for a fresh start at 10.00 am Sat-
urday morning, the placings
(and order of departure on Divi-
sion 3) were Bell 13.25, Bond
15.31, Brock 17.55, Rodgers
19.02, Coote 19.22, Harrowfield
19.59, Portman 20.17, Morrow
20.31, Neale 20.51, and Brown
21.07.

DIVISION THREE

The first two stages through
Ovens Plantation on Saturday
morning attracted the first
really large numbers of specta-
tors to the two spectator areas.
And they were treated to some
great action!

Stage 13 was unlucky for
quite a few, mostly at a nasty
night hander over a crest at a
spectator point.

Brock was first to go but
opted the straight off approach,
down the precipice into a quar-
ry, stopping against a stump
breaking a ball joint. A specta-
tor ran to the service point, just
over a kilometre away and they
walked into the spot and
changed the suspension in forty
minutes, just inside late time.

Watson was next to go in the
504 Turbo but opted for the side-
ways, ‘‘never say die" ap-
proach. He rolled, whilst
Brock’s mechanics looked ner-
vously upwards, and did exten-
sive damage and retired. Subse-
quently, Peter Corkran rolled
his Lancer but continued and
Randall Kohn wrote-off his
Datsun 1600 — quite a corner
eh!?

Onwards into Stanley Plan-
tation and Portman was setting
the pace from Bond then Bell
who was having some minor
overheating dramas. Pet Evans
retired on Stage 16 when a trail-
ing arm broke on his Datsun
1600. The first of the Filipino’s,

Arthur Tuason, retired against
a large tree on Stage 18, nar-
rowly missing a road closure of-
ficial in the process.

Brock was now going again
and with the maximum penalty
scheme, had remained well
within contention only dropping
five positions. Uttleymore was
motoring well in his Lancer des-
pite continual stoppages at ser-
vice points to weld the exhaust.

Stage 21 was the last prior to
Albury and was a tight, rough
incredibly steep descent off
Mount Barunduda. about a thou-
sand spectators were at the
bottom to witness the antics of
the many crews who had run out
of brakes. Stan Newman was a
retirment here with no clutch in
his Torana.

At the ‘“‘lunch’” break at
Albury the positions showed
Portman’s incredible climb
through the placings and
Brock's penalty for an “off”.
They read: Bell 21.96, Bond
21.52, Portman 25.53, Coote
26.14, Rodgers 26.21, Harrow-
field 28.10, Neale 28.15, Brock
2858, Morrow 30.16, Brown
30.26.

DIVISION FOUR

After departing Albury, mid
Saturday afternoon, the cars at-
tempted the exciting Hume
Weir Special Stage which com-
prised 1} laps of the tight bitu-
men circuit and a further kilo-
metre of gravel tracks. A




into the lead

and most cars took it gently, but
Mick Ellis attacked it at full
gusto in his Datsun 1600 to score
the highest flight plus a bent tie-
rod. Brock showed his skill to
the large crowds of spectators
and was quickest, three seconds
clear of Bell.

The remainder of the after-
noon involved nine stages east
of Tallangatta mostly in the
pine plantations around Koe-
tong and Shelley. The surfaces
of these generally fast roads are
incredibly slippery fine gravel,
but amazingly, there were no
major “‘offs.”

The amazing Portman was
setting very fast times and won
six of the stages outright, Brock
won a sbor: ?l'l

n w!
w::gcubn were gathered
(!). Murray Coote continued to
set good times, winning one
stage and consolidating his posi-
tion.

Dramas struck on Stage 24
when Wayne Bell's Gemini
broke a ball joint for no appar-
ent reason. The inaccessibility
of the spot meant that they ran
out of late time before the car
could be repaired. He was hold-
ing a six second lead over Bond
at the time.

Also to retire at the end of
Stage 24 were Chris Power and
Monty Suffern in the Brad
Boyden car with fuel pump
problems. Stage 26 spelt dis-
aster for the fourth and fifth
placed cars, both doing gear-
boxes in their Datsun 1600's.
These were Phil Rodgers and
Garry Harrowfield respective-
ly, both of whom were putting in
great performances. lan Swan's
120Y retired on Stage 28 whilst
Ken Gardiner's Corolla blew a
diff on Stage 29. Western Aus-

BELOW: Victorian Champion Warwick Smith passes the damaged
cars of Bob Watson (top) and Peter Brock (below). Photo by David

Hassall.

with the MHDT turbocharged

tralian, Clive Slater retired his
Corolla at the Shelley Division
End after Stage 31.

Other noteable performances
were those of David Balmain
and Graeme Whatman. Balm-
ain had had early problems but
was putting in consistently
quick times and climbed up into
tenth place outright and would
continue to climb, eventually
finishing eighth. Whatman was
having various problems, but
won one stage and put in quite a
few other very quick times.

Scores at Shelley prior to
commencing the mountainous
night st back to Bright
were Bond 31.03, Portman 33.00,
Coote 35.22, Brock 37.45,
Morrow * 39.36, Neale 30.52,
Brown 41.22, Uttleymore 42.08,
Jones 45.18, Balmain 45.41.

DIVISION FIVE

The five ‘‘mountain” stages
back to Bright were all fairly
long, pretty rough and in very
rugged and remote country
taking crews via Cravensville
and Mitta Mitta. Portman won
two stages, Coote two and Bond
won one. However, Portman
took almost a minute off Bond
over the Division despite driv-
ing on a flat tyre for eight kilo-
metres on Stage 36.

Frank Neale was setting a
quicker pace in his Lancer and
overhauled Morrow whilst
Balmain and Waterhouse both
improved position at the ex-
pense of David Jones who had a
problem run, dropping to elev-
enth.

The Filipino Corolla of Dante
Silverio came to grief against a
tree on Stage 34 leaving only the
Escort of Boys Eusebio to carry
to Filipino Flag. The Escort
co:;‘tinued on gamely to finish
48th.

New South Welshman, John
Fraser, ended his fine run on

Stage 35 when he blew a head .

gasket on the Datsun 1600. He
had been putting in lots of quick
times and was well placed in
Group 3. Also well placed in
Group 3 and performing well
were Tim and Barbara Beve-
ridge from Canberra who broke
the suspension of their Datsun
1600 on Stage 36.

Stage 37 was cancelled when
problems arose with spectators
who were failing to obey re-
quests to keep off the route.

Scores back at Bright which
were used to determine starting
order for the final Division on
Sunday were: Bond 38.07, Por-
tman 39.09, Coote 42.32, Brock
46.17, Neale 47.44, Morrow
48.35, Brown 51.46, Uttleymore
57.07, Balmain 57.24, Water-
house 59.04.

DIVISION SIX

The Repco Alpine would not
be complete without the
customary two laps of the
Bright Dirt Circuit and on
Sunday morning, Portman took
the honors by a clear three
seconds from Bond and Balm-
ain. Brock looked good to take
the stage but misunderstood

Three tight stages through
the Bright Pine Plantation
where Portman won two stages
and Coote the other. Portman
beat Bond on each, the margins
being 32, 31 and 28 seconds
giving Portman a lead of 32
seconds with two stages re-
maining.

Stage 39, the first of the
Bright stages saw Merv Hal-
liday from WA break an axle on
his Mazda whilst Max Hart
broke a rear stub axle on his
Mazda R100 on Stage 41.

Stage 40 presented a few
problems when some people
misread a tulip and ended up on
another part of the route. Brock
was the first offender and ran
into Morrow, doing minor panel
damage to both cars. On
Brock's return to the correct
route he met Neale and blemi-
shed the other side of the
Gemini although the Lancer
was barely damaged at all.

Later on, the Blanchard
Torana made a similar error
and ran into Jean Jones' Lan-
cer, putting it out of the event.

The popular Braithwaites
spectator stage was next and
many weary navigators took a
wrong turn in the tight maze of
tracks. Bond was trying hard to
regain his lead but slid off the
road on a slippery corner and
lost almost a minute and any
chance of victory.

Portman won the stage and
also the only other remaining
stage to emerge clear victor.
Browns were a creditable
second quickest on Stage 42
(Braithwaites) followed by
Group 4 winners McKinnon/-
Boyd in their Corolla.

Unluckiest were Bill Duffy
and Bob Comley from Canberra
who jammed their Datsun 1600
in reverse prior to starting
Stage 43, but in true rally style,
they reversed back to Bright so
as to be classed as finishers.

In summary, Portman was
unasailable once he got going-
,winning twenty of the forty two
stages. Wayne Bell's turbo-
charged Gemini looked very

good until it stopped and won
nine stages. Murray Coote was
a consistently fast performer
but had a couple of problems
but won six stages. Brock
showed that he can be com-
petitive with the country’s best
and won four stages. And al-
though he only won three sta-
ges, Colin Bond proved what
consistency is all about to fin-

ish in a very sound second
place.

A"BOVE: The Murray Coote Rallying D

driven by Alan Cutts yumps through the Hume Weir section.

OFFICIAL RESULTS —
1. AUTOSPORT: Geoff Portman/Ross Runnals Datsun
1600 46.12
2. FORD Mo Co: Colin Bond/John Dawson-Damer Ford Escort
RS2000 47.39

3. MURRAY COOTE RALLYING: Murray Coote/Brian Mar-

sden Datsun 120Y 55.57
4. MARLBORO HDT: Peter Brock/Noel Richards Holden
Gemini 61.23.

5. RALLYEQUIP: Frank Neale/Philip Dodd Mitsubishi I.:;coo’r
6. KEN TAYLOR: Dave Morrow/lan Lincoln Datsun
1600 63.02

7. DATSPARES: Chris Brown/Simon Brown Datsun
1600 64.01

8. David Balmain/Terry H. h Mitsubishi Lancer 69.14
9. Jim Uttleymoore/Tony Bond Mitsubishi Lancer 70.41
10. Bob Waterhouse/Paul Paterson Datsun 1600 71.21
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