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A COOL, STEADY and determined drive by Hugh Bell and
Steve Ellis in the lightning-fast Pedders Mazda RX-7 netted
them a fine fourth win in the opening VRC contest, the 1985
Peter Stevens Nissan Begonia Rally on March 2. Bell led
comfortably from firstly David Jones, and then Brian Smith

in the turbo Sigma.

David Jones was entered in
the powerful Commodore that
took him to sixth outright on
last year’s Alpine and was con-
sistently second fastest to Bell
until a valve collet broke on

Stage 13. Jones would have to be -

one of most under-rated
drhae:l in kAustra'lla's and he
made a mockery of his starting
position (18). :

Peter Thompson had the 2.4
litre ‘Sylvia’ motor fitted to the
Stanza and was looking forward

to the traditionally fast Begonia
roads.

Rex Muldoon gave us all a
taste of ‘Production’ rallying
when he turned up to scrutinee-
ring in his Toyota Corolla GT.
This little bombshell is beau-
tifully prepared with no expense
spared (would you believe $1500
a corner for brakes). The 1.6
litre DOHC engine puts out 140+
hp and Rex is confident this is
enough, given the little car’s in-
herent balance, to place well in

BELOW: Brian Smith and John Birrell ran second to the flying Bell/Ellis

combo, Pic by Gavan Haifield.

'Hughie' makes it four

this year’s RC. There were
three other PRC cars entered:
a 180B SSS, a Peugeot 504, and
Trevor Stanley’s new Volvo 360
GTI.

Many other crews fronted
with various modifications to
cars to make up the most com-
petitive field we have seen in a
VRC for a long time.

Crews gathered for a briefing
at Peter Stevens Nissan under
threatening skies, rain and high
winds — conditions that
certainly solved any dust prob-
lems.

The event began with the
usual 1.8 km publicity stage
through Victoria Park, right in
the township of Ballarat. A good
crowd turned out to see the sev-
enty car field tackle this com-
bination dirt/bitumen stage.
Bell was clearly fastest, with
many drivers looking very out
of touch after the Christmas
break.

Out in the forests around
Creswick, the spectators saw

the field pass through the now
famous *‘Three Arches’ area for
the first time on Stage 2. The
roads were generallz; tight but
nevertheless, the big horse-
power brigade of Thompson,
Jones and Kennedy kept Bell
honest. :

David Jones used his six
cylinder Commodore’s 300+hpi
to good effect on Stage 3 being
just one second behind Bell over
the 13.4kms. Last year’s Club-
man winner, Keith Morling, put
in a ‘blinder’ here to be equal
fourth fastest with Phil Horan
and David Chestnu.

Stage 4 was rough in places
with some tight calls for the na-
vigators. Bell showed his domi-
nance here being 19 seconds
faster than Jones. Phil Horan
from South Australia, driving
the ex-works Stanza, was also
quick and was putting together
a consistent run. Rex Muldoon
had a problem, losing about 5%
minutes when the little Toyota
refused to start after a slight
‘off’.

After a 10 minute service, the
event moved closer to Dayles-
ford. Bell was leading at this
stage from Jones, Thompson,
Horan and White.

Stage 5 was 9.75 km long and
had a series of tricky crestson a
generally fast road. Bell once
again led from the usual bunch
of bridesmaids.

Stage 6 was super-fast and
super-slippery with many of the
roads newly surfaced with blue
metal. Andrew White and David
Jones shared second fastest
time, once again to the flying
Bell.

A disused railway line was
used on Stage 7 together with
both fast and ‘grotty’ roads.
Jones made the most of the rail-
way line to take a section from
Bell at last.

Halfway scores: Bell —
50.59; Jones — 51.43; Thompson
— 52.56; Horan — 53.01; White
— 53.15; Smith — 53.19.

Fast but grassy roads led
crews through the Chase Road
spectator points on Stage 8. A
number of crews were caught
out here with ‘Pud’ Thompson
breaking a r»ar suspension bolt
and losing six minutes while ef-
fecting repairs in the stage.
David Brown found a pine tree
in the way as he attemped a
tight line. Andrew White came
to grief on what appeared at the
time to be a ‘fast left’ and
speared off into a drain. Bell
was fastest again from Jones
with Cugley next leading a band
of recognised and clubman
crews who were to fight over
the minor placings from here to
the finish. .

The 18.53 km of Stage 9 in-
cluded the famous ‘Begonia
yumps' and an extremely slip-
pery and grassy uphill track
that worried some crews. Glen
Cugley was fighting back after
a problem on Stage 2 and took
second fastest behind Bell.
Eventual third placegetter,
Rowan Quill, began to make an
impression, being fourth fast-
est.

Some crews didn’t like the
tight and twisty 4.66 km Water
Commission stage (Stage 10),
but not David Jones. Using the

iggest car in the event, he won _
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Scott Chirnside. 3
Stage 11 was 13.28 km around
the softwood plantations, the
roads being very fast and
straight but with deep and nasty
wheel ruts. Bell must have the
ground clearance and big arms,
as he easily won from Smith,
Thompson and Horan.

BELOW: PRC win went to Rex Mul-
doon and Noel Kelly in the API
Corolla. Pic by Gavan Hatfield.

Stage 12 gave Bell his only
fright for the event when a
nasty corner over a crest saw
him narrowly miss a stump and
clean up a clump of ‘rubus Fru-
ticosus' in the process. Horan
and Smith also had scare&
McCathie actually bounced of
the stump, but worst of all was
the director's own navigator
who hit the stump head om,
badly damaging his car! Smith
took the stage with Bell recov-
ering pretty well to be just oné
second behind. <

The final 10 minute service ?
Korweinguboora Reserve was &
welcome rest for the crews
before the final four sections
that were being run in the oppe*"
site direction to previous years.

Brian Smith managed fastest
on the 8.10 km Stage 13 despite
an argument with a fence at the
Farm Rd. spectator point. The
stage was made up of tight
hardwood tracks and the
spectator point proved enter-
taining as cars burst over a
crest and attempted to turn left,
through a gateway, at the
bottom of a long steep and
grassy slope. Bell again won the
stage with Quill 10 seconds be-
hind. It was on this stage that
David Jones ended his superb
effort with a valve gear prob-
lem on the ‘Irving’ headed en-
gine.

Stage 14 was fast, using Wild
Dog and Cooper’s Roads. Bell
took the stage very comfort-
ably, 18 seconds ahead of ‘Pud’
Thompson.

Seven kilometres and just one
instruction made Stage 15 a real
drivers section. Bell again
clearly led the field. Chris Neil-
son, who was driving con-
sistently was next fastest. Rex
Muldoon wound up the elastic
band in the PRC Corolla to be
4th fastest.

The final 8 kilometre blast
along loose gravel roads caused
no problems for crews. Bell was
again fastest, then came Cugley
who was to finish 12th outright
despite losing two minutes
early on.

The final placings reflect the
closeness of the contest with
just two minutes covering 3rd to
12th place. Thompson finished
‘16th but i

his problem, keeping in touch
with the leaders.

The PRC class win went to
Rex Muldoon and Noel Kelly
who finished 24th and apart
from one problem, would have
placed in the Top 10.

Rowan Quill won the ‘Club-
man' category with David
Chestnut taking the ‘Recogni-
sed’ award.

Final placings after the first
round of the championship
were: 1. Bell/Ellis 121.06; 2.
Smith/Birrell 126.35; 3.
Quill/Paterson 128.21; 4. Ho-
ran/Wiseman 128.29; 5.
Chestnut/Hartnell 128.34; 6.
McCathie/P. Wylie 128.53; 7.
Friend/Poulter 129.01; 8. O'-
Brien/Ortlepp 129.17; 9. Neil-
son/Parsonson 129.20; 10. Walk-
er/O'Brien 129.55.

— Andrew White.
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