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Veteran trials driver Hary F蘭h,融Frlank Kflfoyle and Geo任Thoma函ecisively won血e BP Rally

this ye糾Driving Car 36, a Ford Falcon, he took qle lead half way rou如血e 2O40 mfle course and heId

it’efrordessIy, for the remainder of the trip.

Provisionally dec]ared second was D. Opie, Car
32・ a Ford AngIi己with a loss of 20 points and third

WaS T. TheiIer・ Volkswagen, Who lost 25 points.

Dry conditions throughout the State made the
COurSe an easier one than the organi§erS had plan・

ned and competitors struck only very limited quan-

tities of mud during their travels.

Thirty-nine of the top Rally crews in Australlia
entered the “BP●, this year, a field which director
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DonaId K. Thomson described as ・・the finest ever

to a§Semble in Austraha.」 They came from Tas-

mania, South Australia, New South Wal。S and Vi。_

toria and aI=eft their respective start points in
Adelaide・ Goulburn and MeIbourne on wednes_

day・ May l・ for the assembly point at Ballarat. Tas_

manian starters・ a8 they have done previously, had

two o伍cial lStartS-One from Hobart, Where- they

Were flagged away by the Mayor of Hobart from

Page Twenty-three



one of that city.s main shopping centres and the

other from Melboume, Where they joined Victorian
starters at the ge匝Way. Nearly 3000 people∴aS・

sembled at Chad§tOne Shopping Centre to watch

the cars depart, at One minute intervals, On begin輸

こ高g of血eir assembly stage.

Meeting up at Bendigo in the early hours of
Thursday moming’all crews moved by way of

castlemaine, tO Ballarat’Which they reached early

cn Thursday moming. After ・・briefing.’and break-

west, Burke.s Flat・ Gowar East・ Medlyn South,

Moolerr South and Traynor・s Lagoon to Donald・

The position of the control at-Maryborough which
was not readily found by competitors was畠e sub・

与ect of several protests later.

Leading cars at Donald, Which was reached be-

tween上4うp.m.-3・うO p.m.・ Were R. Christie, VW,

no points Iost・ Car 2う・丁・ Theiler・ VW, down 2

points and G. Russell’Car 34・ Ford Cortina unO・

minus 4 points・ Harry Firth・ at this stage was Well

fa§t, they §tarted on巾ivision l of the trial stage・ a

209 mile trip to Dohald・ With the exception of Car

27, a Datsun, Which had trouble before reaching
Ballarat, all oar§ COmmenCed on the trial stage.

Dr主veY K. G孟ble, however brought the Datsun into

the Rally again at Swan Hill・ finishing the course

evcntually.

some tricky problems were encountered on the

frrst stage, Which took the cars through control
-1Oints at Clunes North, Maryborough・ Bung Bong

巳ast, Dunluce, Goldsbrough, lnkerman・ McIntyre
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down the list with minus 13 points, the §COre at

which he eventually finished the Rally.
Two cars` withdrew in Division I - Car t2・ a

Holden driven by T. Ober of N・S・W. and Car 14’

a vw driven by D. Reid of Tasmania・ The VW

struck bearing trouble and was towed into Donald

Divi§ion II took crews through a maze of back〆

tracks to Swan Hill, a distance of lう8 miles from

Donald. Sandy conditions were met On SOme Of the
track§.
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Alf Long, a N.S.W. entrant in a Morris Major
Elite was unfortunate at this stage. Followiing com-

Petitors over an old wooden bridge. he was brought
up short when the wheels caught on the stringers

Of the bridge. Although unhurt by the sudden stop,

he gashed his leg badly when he jumped out to

Warn following cars of his predicament.

At 6.40 p.m,, the first cars arrived at Swan Hi11
the first ovem.ight halt of the Rally. Leading cars.

PrOVisionaIly, vyere G. Russell, Ford Cortina lう00

minus 4 points, Kevin Lott, Ford Cortina, minusう

South, Drummartin, Mayreaf, Runnymeade, Lake
Cooper, Mathieson’s and East Whroo took the cars

to Nagambie, a refue11ing and meal halt, after a run

of 223 miles. Lead ‘cars at Nagambie were Kevin

Lott, Ford Cortina minusうpoints, M. McPherson,

Holden, minus 9 points and D. Scott, VW, minus
lうpoints. No further cars pulled out in this §eCtion,

although Car 38, a Morris 8う0, WaS tail・ing the

field, running very late, at this stage.

With first car away at 3.30 p.m., the field plung-
ed on to Wangaratta, a 1 76 miles trip through con-

A South Australian entered VW being∴cornered hard by driver Adrian Ca皿ary.

pcints, D. Opie, Ford Anglia, minus 5 points.
While crews were restin写at Swan Hi11・ tWO Official

cars left to士est the mom.1ng run tO Westby South

Via the lake country north west of Kerang. They
became satisfactorily bbgged, but the track was de-

clared possible to negotiate and all concemed look.

ed forward to a large loss of points by crews when

they negotiated this section. Unfortunately, a StrOng

SOuth wind throughout the night completely dried

the section and competitors, neXt mOrn・ing, breezed

happily through the swamp area with no d紐culty.

The re§t Of the mornings’run, Via Mead, Terrick
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troIs at Longwood North, Barjarg We§t, Mansfield

East, Mahaikah and Hansonville.　Former leader

Geoff Russell had lost his lead en route to Nag叩-

bie by hitting a submerged stump at a creek crosslng.

Although his steering was sIightly damaged, he was
able to repair it, but his points Ioss was now l 1 7.

Reaching Wangaratta from. 8.10 p.m. onwards,
CreWS SnatChed a meal, a brief rest, refuelled and

Set O節again from l l p.m. onwards on a 206 mile,

all night trip which brought them back to Wan-
garatta in the early hours of the following moming.
The route, through the flat lirrigation area in the
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north-WeSt Of Wangarattaつtook them through Ches一

昔霊霊葦嘉音盤言‡請書葦慧二
Car 26, a VW driven by R. Brown’fe11 by the way-

side here and did not report in at the end of the

se。ti。n. Leader§ after the retum to Wangaratta were

H. Firth minus 1 3 points, T. Theiler minus 24 points,
K. Tubman mihus 2うpoints.

At 7 a.m. on the Saturday, the rally route moved
into the hill country, leaving for Sale via the re-

fuelling point at Tallangatta・ a tOtal distance of 367

m三les. As usual, the route fo11owed took in every

back track possible and cars reported into controIs

at Myrtleford, Bowman Station・ Stanley West and

Rosewhite to Tallangatta.

An early lunch at Ta11angatta was served in the
RSL hall and, at nOOn, the first car left for Sale.

Ignoring the highway as far as po§Sible・ the route

tock :n Mitta North, Benambra West’Brookville and

Mt. Taylor. The most difficult section at this pbint
was the Knocker Track, the original bullock-team
route between Omeo and Glen Wills・ An over-

grown,一2 mile length of boulder-StreWn, erOded

track言t has never been used for cars and local

people at Benambra were amazed to find that it had
been negotiated・ New South Wales entrant K. Tub-

man, in a Morris Major Elite’Who had been running

亜rd from the time the route reached Wangaratta

was eliminated at this point"

Driving sIowly along the comparatively smooth

part of the Knocker Track' he hit a concealed stump
and slammed into a tree, PuShing his radiator back

on to the engine. All of the other competitors still
in the trial negotiated the track safely and the fir§t

。arS reaChed Sale at 7 p.m. after a highway run

from Bairnsdale. the longest section of good road

met on the trial.

The second ovemight halt was taken at Sale and

provisiona=eaders were announced as being H・

Firth, Tony Theiler and Ray Christie in a VW.

丁he firlal stage commenced at 9 a.m.’the follow-

ing moming as the cars started o任on the 201 mile

trip to Melbourne. Greasy conditions were met on
th。 Grand T.unk Road and the Morris 850 came to

grief here. However’it got back into the Rally and・

slightly dented, SuCCeeded in reaching the finishing

point some time after the sub-eVentS Were COm-

pleted. A VW, driven by B. SIoane, OVer-heated on
almost the fina=eg of the route and was forced
t。 Wi亡hdraw. ControI points on this final stage were

Stradbroke W。St, Carrajung South, Boodyam, Liv-

ingstone, Mirboo, Leongatha South, Outtrim East’

Loch and/ Beaconsfield.

A crowd estimated to number 12,000 welcomed
the cars at Chad§tOne Shopping Centre, WatChing

with interest, the final examination of the cars by

the Police Motor Sports Club and the sub-eVentS all
crews carried out.

HAVE YOUR CAR SERVICED AND

丁UNED TO FACTORY SPECIFICA-

TIONS, OR TO YOUR REQUIRE-

MENTS BY THE SAME COMP巳TENT

STAFF WHO PREPARED THE SUC-

CESSFUL RACE AND RALLY CARS,

IN THE FOLLOWING EVENTS: 鴇t 2nd 5「d露禍X晦O鵬i袖恥勘

1st 2nd BP Ra叩y

lst 2nd　　皿a鵬mo§ T「iat

⑮ SPECIALISTS FOR FALCON - CORTINA - PORSCHE and MINIS

⑭ COMPETITION PARTS FOR FORD - HOLDEN - B.M.C. ETC・

軸. &聞.漢音R丁軸　35QUEENSÅVE.,AUBURN,VIC.TEL.81"5703
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