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Kevin　○○ll (Co「tina) fuds lha† cl=imes lhe road can dis。PPear.

寡i「th` and Falcon

Win 2nd BP Ra漢音y

書o営the SeくOnd yea音in a row Harry [irth

aれd [輪nk Kil書oy!e haVe WOn the Blue R肌oれ

trial o書Åu5tral雷a.

A VoIkswogen takes iI easy along †he rugged “Kno⊂kel.’’ †I.aCk.

I豊。
made it the second ti皿e in a row that a Ford car has won

Australia’s most rugged trial.

This year the rally followed its traditional format of a

500 mile assembly stage bringing the entrant from starting

POints at Adelaide, S.A., Goulbum, N.S.W., Hobart, Tas,, and
Melboume, Vic., fo11owed by four trial stages over another
1500 miles.

Each of the stages were divided into two parts, eaCh of which

COntained from four to eight controIs. At the start of each

Section ∞mPetitors were given instruction slips telling where

each controI was situated, Which roads had to be used to reach

it臆and which roads were out of bounds. On paper nothing

COuld be simpler but when navigators tried to pIot the route

On their maps and then direct their drivers where to go it

became obvious血at Director, Donald Thomson, had been

doing plenty ‾of homework over the past 12 months. Roads

Which were listed on the map did not exist, Or Were SurrOunded

by many o瓜er roads w址ch were not on血e map and which

獲ooked more like the right road than the one competitors had to

fol置ow.

Thomson maintained, as always,血at his route could be

fo11owed according to the map and afterwards competitors

ruefully agreed with him-“But it would take a long, 1ong

time to get round the course’’they said.

Heavy rain just before the event made everybody but血e

39 entrants rub their hands with glee but a couple of froe

days dried out most of血e route and left the surface just da皿P

enough to keep down dust and make sand tracks, Where the cars

WOuld be bogged in dry wea血e重具SOlid.

So there was not much chan∞ O重cars being bogged any-

Where along the route, Water CrOSSing were few and gave

little trouble and apart from one section, the ``Knbcker track’’

there was耽tle rough road.

This should have made things fairly easy but speeds were

high and although controIs Could be reached on time if

drivers kept to the correct route the alightest mistake meant

Only血e fastest cars had a ch狐Ce Of making up Iost time.

For this reason血e rally was a big car benefit although the

abundance of twisty roads s缶11 gave smaller cars a fair chance.

Had it rained during the event the advantage would have sw伽g

decidedly in favour of Volkswagens and Ford Anglias.

The Ford Motor Company entered a team of seven cars-
four Falcons, tWO Cortinas (One fitted wi血a 1500 c.c. engine)

and an Anglia. There was also a privately entered Falcon and

an Ånglia. Privately entered, but sponsored by BMC Australia,

Were a Jeam of three Morris Major Elites and a Ballarat crew
entered a Morris 850.

Three Holdens were entered by the ``Victorian-Tasmanian

Holden dealers’’. Since G.M.H. has at times prevented dealers

from entering cars in motor sporting events we can assume

that these three cars had the company’s blessing. The sight

Of血ree Holdens (service vehicles?) which dogged the field

from start to finish seemed to indicate that G.M.H. may have

given more than its blessing to the entry.

Ano血er three‾ Holdens were entered by private entries.

Volkswagens are still a popular trials car in V主ctoria and,

With some support from VW to entrants and the supply of a
Service vehicle mamed by two mechanics, 11 competed.

Remaining entries consisted of one Hi11man, One Vanguard,

One M.G.-A sports car, One Renault Gordini, One Ford Zephyr
and tw9 Peugeot§・

Any ‾points Iost during血e assembly stage did not count

unless血ere was a tie on血e trial and t址§ WaS just as well.

The last three controIs fooled many competitors when Thomson

tossed some tricky navigation into what is usually a straight-

forward rm to the start.

The event started at Melboume’s Chadstone Supermarket

at 8・30 on Wednesday, May l. The Assembly stage took up

most of the night and everybody assembled at Ballarat at 7.30

next moming for the briefing and start of the trial proper. The
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Wo-er splashei We「e included in 'he roule bul did noI seem書o

woI.ry ⊂OmPe-i-ors∴undu‘y. A VW ⊂hurns 'hrough one o青speed.

Tro冊o in busy streels in 'he pro▼incial ci'ies where lhe raIly stopped

f○○ meol b「鈎ks `Ould noI waken exhous'ed dri▼erS Ond no▼iga†ors

who caugh' up on青heir sleep whereYer POSSible.

competitors would not see血eir beds until血ey reached Donald

366 miles and lO hours driving later. A11owing高皿e Out for

a stop at Donald for lunch and petrol, average SPeeds for the

two stages were high - genera11y over、 40皿iles per hour but

there was little rough road.

Thomson sent the competitors on a hide and seek route

through old goldfields where mapped roads had fallen into

disuse and been r印laced by brand new ones which looked

precisely Hke血ose on the maps.血places cross roads were non

existent and in others drivers found血emselves in a maze of

tracks which led in a皿directions.

By Swan Hill everybody had lost points-mainly at a

control just outside Maryborough just 51 miles outside
B a11arat.

The trial went to a point some eight皿iles from Mary〇

十　boough and competitors then had to head for the control’
entering it from the north at a road junction just outside the

It looked simple and the cars motored merrily along a

bitum。n rO。d to find, When they arrived at血e junction that

the map was wrong and血e control was situated on ano血er

road. The area was surrOunded by thick scrub with traCks

made by local farmers running everywhere.

cars roared in a11 directions trying to find a track which

would lead them into the control from the right direction・

Eventually everybody located it but not wi血out losing time

and, Of course, POints. A protest appeal questioning血e validity

of this control is still to be heard at the ti皿e Of going to press.

At Swan Hill, Geo任Russen in the Ford Motor Company’s

1500 c.c. Cortina led with a loss of o血y four points. Two

other Ford entries, Kevin Lott (Cortina) and Don Opie (Anglia)

were se∞nd wi血five points lost and Ken Tubman (Morris

Major) was next With seven points Iost.

After a night's sleep at Swan皿l血e trial continued through

Friday, Friday night and Saturday to an ovemight stop at Sale

on saturday night.
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when a track they were fonowing changed to a road (負it’s getting

better, We皿uSt be on the right road,・) and then went through

the man’s front gate.

The cars_ rOared around the house÷nd back into the scrub

before the startled occupants COuld recover from the shock

of thinking all血6ir relatives were visiting them at once.

Dimer was at Wangaratta and the night was spent trying
to get from point to point along new roads in a Soldier Settle一

皿ent area. The roads were good’SOme Of the皿Were eV‘in

bitumen, but the roads consistently refused to foIIow the map.

what appeared on the map as a crOSSrOad at timらtumed out to

be two T junctions, leading in different directions, half a皿ite

apart.

It was on this section that the宙st injury of the trial oc元rred.臆

Making up for lost time the cars were POunding at hi虫speed

over a bridge on which血e Ydecking consisted o王heavy

sleepers at right angles to the road. Several sleepers became

霊蕊諾富嵩詰寄霊誓認諾霊詰霊
driven by¥Alf Long’WaS Caught up in a hole in the bridge"

Long,s navigator climbed out carefu11y to wam anOther car

speeding towards血e bridge but forgot to take a torch. Long

heard the car roaring cIoser’grabbed the torch and leapt from

the car- straight血rough the hole. A badly gached leg pre-

vented him from continuing. Another Morris Major, driven
by …Gelignite・・ Jack Murray・ had struck a stone on a rOugh

track and bent its∴Steering ge㌢r SO血at he had to exert a11

his strength to tuin the wheel. Murray continued but bis
hands were severely blistered by the end of the trial・

After this had sapped everybody・s confidence血e tired

drivers and navigators were brought back to Wangaratta by a
circuitous route, given breakfast, and sent on a hazardous

jouチney OVer the AIps to Sale in South Eastern Victoria.
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Thomson’s choice of roads over the

alps was one of his prime contributions

to the event. At a crucial point cars

had to use a 12 mile track which the

instruction slip said was last used by

Stage coaches travelling from Glen

Wi11s, Once a th正ving gold settlement,

to Omeo. People living in the distric[

Said later they did not know a cal

Could negotiate the track which was used

Only occasionally for moving cattle from

One Side of the mountains to the other.

On this track the remaining Morris
Major, driven by Ken Tubman,臆bounced

Off a stump into a tree and/WreCked its

radiator.

After an ovemight rest at Sale the

remaining　33　competitors travelled to

the finish at Melboume via the scenic
Winding Grand Ridge Road. The surface
WaS Wet and slippery and many crews

found it all but impossible to keep to

time. The Morris　850　rolled over the

Side of/the road and down a lOO foot

CIi任. Blackberry bushes broke its fall

COnSiderably and despite severe damage

it was able to continue to the fihish with

driver C. Crown and L. McCall little
the woふfor their experience.

And so the trial finished with Harry

Firth, Who had lost only 13 points at the

early Maryborough control and no more
after that’Winning for the second year
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l・ Ford Mo†o「 Co. of Aus†・ Ply.しtd., Dvr. Harry FirIh, Ford Fal⊂On

2. I:o「d MoIor C〇・ Of Aust. P一γ・しtd.′ DYr. Don Opie, Ford Ang-ia

3・ T. Theiler, Esq., DYr. Tony Theiler. Voikswagen

4. Ford MoIor Co. of Aus†・ P†y.しid.′ Dvr. Geo「ge Hughes. Ford Fol⊂On

5. R. S. Ch「is†ie′王sq.′ DYr. Rcly Chrislie′ Voikswagen　,

6. The Yici・/Tos. Holden Decllers Team. D▼「, Mai McPheγSOn^ Holden

7・ D. N. Scolt, Esq., D▼r. Des S⊂O=, VoikswcIgen

8. Ford Mo†or Co. of Ausl. Ply.しId., DYr. Doug Hughes. Ford Fai⊂On

9・ The Vicl.ITas. Hoiden Deoier§ Teclm, D▼r. Ross Farme「. Holden

lO. Ford Motor C0. Of Ausl. Ply.しtd.. DYr. KeYinしolらCor高nq

11. Smilhfield Roodhouse. DYr. P. K. Osborne, Hoiden

12. Fo「d MolorCo. of Aus| Ply. LId., DYr. Ken Horper, Ford Faicon

13. Ford Motor C0. Of Ausl. Ply.しtd., Dvr. 」ock E胆s, Ford Fal⊂On

14. Ca=ary’s Se「Yi⊂e S書alion′ Dvr. Adrian Co=ary. Volkswagen/

15. I:ord Mol○○ Co. of Ausl. P†y.しid., DYr. Geoff Ru§Sell, Cortinc1

16"　Nev紺e Pl.ice Ply.し書d.′ DYI.. Reg.しunn′ Ford Angli。

117・ T. R.. Slanley, ∈sq., DYr. TreYO子Slonley, H紺mcin

l/8・ K…ger M0青orsしimiIed, DYr. Garne† K「uge「, Volkswagen

19・ B. C. Carin§, Esq., DYr. B. C. Carins. Peugeor 403

20. Raγしong Molo「s, DvI.. Rayしong. Hoiden

21. 」, Mu「rcly. Esq., DYr. 」o⊂k Murray, M.M.胡te

22. R.しunn. Esq., Dvl.. Rex Lunn, Volkswagen

23・ The Vici・ITas, Holden DealeI.S Team. DYr. Peter Chappie. Holden

24.しanb⊂k MoIors′ DYr. Arlhur Andrews′ V01kswag印

25. A. P. Con「ad, E§q.. Dvr. A. P. Coれrad. Vanguaγd

26.し・ C" Grossel’, Esq.. Dvr.し. C. Grosser, Renault Gordin;

27・ H. G. HarYeγ. Esq., DY「. Harold Harvey. Ford Zephyr

28. G. W. Mofphett′ E§q.._Dvr. G. W. Morphe干しM.G.-A

29・ Superior SerY盲ces P[y.しId., DYr. A. B. Van Vemde, Voikswa9en

30. Vic青. Police MoIor Spo「ts CIub, Dvr. M. Prentice, Peugeot

31. 」. K. Gamble. Esq.. DYl.. Keith Gomble, Da†sun

32. G. L Cl.OWn, Esq., DYr. G.し. Crown, Mo「ris 85O

in succession. His navigatqr, Frank C!ass A Don Opie lAnglia
戚eg Lunn (AngIia)

し. Grosser (Renou事)

C!oss B T. TheiIer lVW)
R. Ch「istie (VW)

Des Scoll (VW)

CしA§S P則Zた5

C!as§ C Geoff Russe= (Cortina)

丁revor S†anley (H紺man)

B. Corins (Peugeoり

Ciass D Harry Fi「油(Ford Falcon)

George Hughes IFord Falcon)

Mal McPherson (HoIden)
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