


BP RALLY cont.

The trial was heading west through
Minjary and Mt. Horeb towards Wagga,
and it appeared that the Directors had
spent many hours in the district seek-
ing out the steepest and roughest tracks
for the trial route.

The run into Wagga was easy, and
a meal and refuel was a welcome break.

Crews were not facing the acid test
of the BP—the long run through the
night, when tiredness of crew and car
gradually sorts out the men from the
boys.

Leaders at Wagga were:

McLeod 15; Woodfull 22; Theiler 28; Wat-
son, 39; Stewart, 40.

Darkness was falling as cars were
flagged away from Wagga on the way
to Tootool from the north. This in-
volved some tricky navigation across
trackless paddocks, but most leading
crews had no trouble. On to Mango-
plah, where the Wagga survey map was
a little astray, and then a route chart
from Alma Park.

Here Doug Stewart in the Bellett
had the misfortune to drive into an
irrigation channel across the road —
someone had thoughtfully provided a
bridge on a parallel track 10 yards to
the right. This cost Stewart many points,
and he slipped from the top bracket of
placings.

The run towards Jerilderie was
straight going except for a long sandy
lane into the Oaklands Control. The
presence of the BP Recovery Vehicle
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was an ominous sign, but the recent
rain  had, fortunately, solidified the
surface and made an otherwise difficult
section passable.

A couple of hours at Jerilderie for
refuel and a meal gave some respite,
and most crews tried to doze off for an
hour or so in preparation for the run
to Wangaratta.

The return into Victoria, via Yar-
rawonga, took cars to a tricky Control
at Telford and then via Yeerip to
another forest route chart to Kalla-
warra.

The Directors had reduced the time
for this section, which involved a maze
of forest tracks, and the Watson/
McAuliffe Holden moved to the front
of the field due to local knowledge.

Many cars lost points here, although
the top navigators—including those from
interstate — found the Control without
heavy loss of points.

Another route chart took cars
through Norong and into the unmap-
ped Chiltern-Eldorado-Beechworth forest
areas.

After a foggy run through Oxley to
Wangaratta, the placings were:

Theiler 37; Roberts 42; Lunn—McLeod
equal 56; Christie 60; Woodfull 62.

At Wangaratta a four-hour rest break
was allowed. A look at the red-rimmed
eyes of the crews and mud-stained cars
showed that this would be more than
welcome.

Starting at dawn, cars set forth on
the long run across the Victorian Alps
to Bairnsdale. Fast rugged driving took
crews through Bread and Butter Junc-
tion and Eurobin to Hotham Heights.

This Control was located at the peak
of Mt. Hotham, outside the old hotel,
and with a mantle of snow covering
the scenery this must have been one
of the most picturesque Controls ever.
It was certainly the coldest!

After a stirring run down through
Omeo and Walnut Creek, the route
followed some traditional Alpine trial
country on rugged tracks through Stirl-
ing and Deptford.

The Control whimsically named
Donald’s Knob, however, was the
Directors, only real “faux pas” in the
event. The Control was a mile out of
position at an incorrect road junction,
and much time was spent milling
around in the forest before the Control
officials were located.

This and the following section were
deleted from the results. At the over-
night stop at Bairnsdale the leaders
were:

Theiler 47; Roberts 52; Woodfull 62; Lunn
66; Christie 73; McLeod 82.

At this stage the pattern of the trial
appeared to be fairly well set, with
the Theiler/Chapman ~ Falcon safe in
first place, barring unforseen circum-
stances. However, the old adage “it’s
never won until it’s over” was never
more true than in the run back to
Melbourne on the last day.

First Control was near Iguana Creek
via Flaggy Creek, and then a route
chart took cars from Stockdale through
a forest before a fast run to Boisdale.

Doug Chivas found greasy roads a bit of a
problem in the forest at Mt. Cudgewa. He
got out though to take a class third.

This Control altered the complexion of
the trial completely.

Tony Theiler had the misfortune to
crash his Falcon at high speed under
most unfortunate circumstances, causing
himself severe injuries and wrecking the
car.

Navigator Gary Chapman escaped
with minor injuries, but the incident
ended a brilliant run by this crew.

The next Control was near Seaton,
and saw the Roberts/Haas Holden take
the lead. This was short lived, how-
ever, as they attempted to enter the
next Control at Boola Boola from the
wrong direction, and lost 23 minutes
in the process of recovering.

The following Control through the
tricky Boola paper mill forest area
claimed more points from numerous
crews, and the event was now wide
open.

The route was heading south, crossing
the Princes Highway at Yarragon, and
on into the rugged Strzelecki ranges of
South Gippsland.

Once again fate took a hand—the
Watson/McAuliffe Holden, running in
third place, developed steering trouble,
and whilst returning to Yarragon for
repairs ran off a cliff, rolling over and
putting the car well out of the event.
This robbed the Holdens of a certain
Team’s win.

Lunn/Thomas in the third Holden also
had troubles—the brakes had gone due
to heavy disc pad wear in mountainous
country and they were forced to re-
duce speed drastically, slipping back
from third to sixth place in the pro-
cess.

The remaining country was familiar
to Victorian crews, and the run back
through Mountain View and Heath Hill
to the final time Control at Cranbourne
presented no problems to those with fit
machinery.

Altogether 25 of the 37 starters
reached the finish at Chadstone Shop-
ping Centre, and considering the
ruggedness of the trial, this was a good
average.

Second outright, the Roberts/Haas Holden X2,
completes the braking/acceleration tests at

the Chadstone final control.
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By CLYDE HODGH |

I chose a Hillman, with
automatic ~ gearbox — and
tubeless tyres for the Ninth
BP Rally, which now is

"ANY people ask why

ate him. They mostly hate him
because of his uncanny ability to
frustrate all logical efforts to find the
right roads.

Then, whenever a nav. finally selects
the right road and hunches into his
safety belt to plot ahead, there is al-
ways a gate or a bump. And finally,
a cool, calm, helpful control official
to commiserate with you as he records
the minutes late.

There were bumps a-plenty in this
vear’s run and I am frankly amazed
at the punishment absorbed by the
Belletts, Fords and Holdens. Not that
the other cars faced an easier time
but these were the main ones we saw
during the 2,000-mile struggle to reach
Melbourne.

Then, aside from bumps, Thomson
called on his native tribe and managed
to make it flood. This made the open-
ing sections of the rally from Nathalia
wonderful for International Scouts and
very little else.

There were some wonderful sights
though, like Mk II Jaguars sliding
wildly (but still getting through) and

CLASS A (0-1100cc)

BP RALLY—PROVISIONAL RESULT3

well, especially  Doug ivas 1in the
Sprite with Roy Denny.

The BP Rally is a unique event to
Australia. It is the biggest challenge
any navigator can face. And to face
it he needs the best car and driver in
Australia.

Thomson bills the rally as “an event
which is not for the pothunter but for
keen, well equipped sportsmen”. He
really said a mouthful when he said
that.

You don’t go in the BP Rally to
win; at least, not for that reason alone.
The BP Rally is a challenge to see if
you can make the finish and get that
little silver and green medallion.

You need to be prepared to help
others, work like a Trojan, and be able
to smile as your car tops a pinnacle
on a mountain far off the correct route.

The BP Rally is something that gets
into your blood if your enthusiasm is
for trialling. That is why this year, as
before, we say:

“Look out Thomson, watch the
N.S.W. cars next year. We mightn’t win
but we’ll be trying.”
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CLASS C (1501-2CC0cc)
330 1. R. Christie/D. Dunlop (VW1600)
2. G. Russell/M. Hartigan (Peug) ..
3. J. Muray/D. Johnson (Skyline) ..
CLASS D (Over 2000cc)

. Lott/C. Davis (Anglia)

. N. Buckman/P. Davidson (R8)
. D. Chivas/R. Denny (Sprite)

LASS B (1101-1500cc)

. B. Woodfull/R. Forsyth (Cort GT) ..

test of time.

i C : = = 1 v 76 1. T. Roberts/P. H Hold
cating themselves,  First Redex Trial winner 2. H. Firth/A. Denham (Cort GT) ............ G ok EIﬁs}elg,S/Guym;os(Fc(ch%n)en)....
i : - Ken Tubman made me real- 3. S. Mcleod/J. Lock (VWI1300) .. .~ 129 3. R. Lunn/G. Thomas (Holden)
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A protest entered by Roberts/Haas was dismissed on May 18, but an appeal has
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Second, with minus

~ rally win

The entry of Warida Motors of
Clayton, a Ford Cortina GT, yesterday
announced provisionally
outright winner of this year’s BP rally.

Driven by Bruce Woodfull
and navigated by Bob For-

oo Coatiam less tyre held the road well syth, the entry lost 76| 5 Woodtull and R. Forsyin,
% = = - - i i e B ety >,
“or John Pryce, on both bitumen and dirt points. and A. Denham, Cortina GT

78

| Dunlop.

points, was the S, A. Cheney‘
Pty. Ltd., Victoria, entry —
a Holden—driven by T. Ro-
berts and navigated by P.
Haas. 25

Third place went to a VW
1600 TS, which
points. Driver was R. S.
Christie and navigator D.

Twenty-fice of the original
37 entrants crossed the fin-
ishing-line at the Chadstone
Shopping Centre yester-
day, after completing a 20_00
mile route through Victoria,
New South Wales a,nd the
A.C.T. : = :
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S A (up to 1100 c.c.).—
K.CLI%ostt an(d pc. vis, Ford
Anglia (car No. 28), 330 pts.,
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son, Renault R8 (&), 6267 2
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H. Chivas and R. Denny, Mor-
vis Cooper S (3), 645, 3.
CLASS B (1101-1500 c.c.).—

111, 2: S. McLeod and J
Lock, VW (25), 129, 3. £
CLASS C (1501-2000 c.c.). —
R. Christie and D Dunlop.
1600 TS (5), 92 pts., 1; G. Rus-.
sell and M. Hartigan, Peugeot
404 (16), 137, 2; J. Murray and
D. Johnson, Prince Skyline GT
93, 3.

‘281’,;55' D (above 2000 c.c.).—
T. Roberts and P, Haas, Holden
(36), 78 pts., 1; J. Ellis and F.
Guymer, Falcon (2), 117, 2; Reg
funn and G Thomas Holden
: 5120, 3.
“ui}anufacturers' team prize
‘'was won by Volkswagen.
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