istopher de

Ny % g y
competito l’;liike Bruce Woodful
ob Forsyth cross creeks, muddy,
tracks and cover many miles in a
- trial, That there should be doubt about /
the result after 2000 miles trialling is a /
Egor reflection on the sport. (In the 4
:.r?em trial at the week-end, their Cortina A
GT developed mechanical trouble and /
ghi 'retired) . : /

I

- from the announcement

- ed in the results since (cess in their first year.
. the correct route had Only ' 24 cars enﬁl;e%
the

4

. .. Clearer rules and
less red tape are needed

Around 10.30 on Saturday night com- |
etitors in the John Fitzgerald Memorial |
verts Trial found a tree blocking their |
path. LY e ) ‘
Recently fallen and t00 E= s <ar assecaborire.
thick to cut through, the €W amateurs |
tree caused most of the | There are few suceess-|
cars to turn back and ful amateur na tors| |

take a longer route to left. The professional,
their destination. business-like  approac h is
Competitors lost time the rule for those g(ter

taking the longer route [success. ) g S
but gained some. comfort | Such an datmosphere is
unlikelv to attract fresh
that points for this sec- |comvetitors, particularly
tion were to be disregard- |if they must have suc-

been blocked. . |the Exverts  Trial.
But a few competitors than 150 cars enter ¢l
found a way rouna the (trials in New ' South|
tree and continued along Wales, where  driving
the correct route — caus- 'plays as great a part as
ing a headache for the navigation in succ?as in
organisers when the re- trials. g RO g
sults came to be worked = And the Experts Trial
out, was a trial placing verv
This is typical of the nearly as much emphasis
problems which are be- on the, driver as on the
setting trials organisers. ‘navigator, ; il
Whether it is the spell- Some system must be
ing of & name; a wromgiy JWorked out by the ftiials

s of the com-
placed control goi.nt or a ,oomuﬂttie% ot
seemingly blocked route Peting clubs to ensure
at tbeg->.¥1nmh f . mosi inimum o 10

: p it
5} osl/ {
i g is to continue.|/f
championship trials today '€ s°]°l"%mns o hadt
Eene LARERUYS | Yo Ren e | be%ﬁ?rs gﬁust' not be am-|

protest., s i
o things seem to Piguous. A d. be|
have led to this unha e nd - tmingl St
dltuarion L ‘the inssadet 1m"t‘;°"°d- ‘}’ﬁh he lﬁ“{f
ing number of manufac- duction o Bt
turer - sponsored ‘cars SYSUE TCHETS ol
with the emphasis on re-  €ards are  BroCE
sults for advertising and - time-punch  ©Glo¢
‘promotion and the RrOW- hat tnde
number of “profes- °
sional” trials compgtitots_. .‘th'gﬂ@%":szm‘ py s
And part of tti& prob- motor

' hes )
il LML ol 3:’;?.1?0 its gr‘mﬂnﬂal

directors. They are still| lenze. t :
setting = trials with —an| throttle itself with
amateur approach when/| tane. AR
amateur approach when \WU&
the are dealing with
professional competitors.
In the days of the
round’ - Australia trials,
the distances were so
great that, at first, dif-
[ferences of opinion over
| points were. overlooked in
he struggle to get to the
finish,

In danger

Then the technicians
came and the round-
Australia’s choked them-
selves to death with pro-|-
tests.

Victorian trials are
facing very ' nearly the
same problem. Results
are counting so much to-
day that the sport and
-sportsmanship are in
danger.

That the result of five
days of rallying and
gportsmanship should be
ecided on spelling near-
ly two months after the
event is disheartening to
competitors, sponsors and
organisers alike.

either should luck be| |
allowed to enter the
results.

Trials in Victoria have {
fewer entries than trials
in - New’'  South Wales.
This is due in part to
navigation hazards.

-Any trials navigator
worth his salt spends his
“spare” week-ends, those
onmwhich the is not com-
peting, out mapping areas
poorly detailed on the
available maps.

Few maps of Victoria
are 100 p.c. accurate over
their entire area and
trials directors have tra-
ditiolnally chosen tthe

rly mapped areas for
mir trial routes. {

But few would be
caught today. They use
road, army, survey, A
forestry, and aerial sur-

. of course.

i




