Top rally

honours

e

Renault

TRIO of just released Renault Gordinis stole
the spotlight in last week’s International B.P.

Rally.
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The rally was rated one of the driest, dustiest and roughest for some
years, with navigators not able fo miss a trick due to the fast and tight

sections.

‘Gordinis finished first and
second outright, and a third
led the Rally until the half-
way mark. :

Ballarat driver Malcolm

McPherson, with Robin

Sharpley as navigator,

was the eventual winner,

with the loss of 27 points.

They beat another Gor-
dini crewed by Bruce
Collier and Lindsay Adcock,
who lost 33 points.

This performance was the
best by a N.S.W. crew for
many years.

A third Gordini had
Gerry Crown as driver and

Collier,

Nigel Bruce’s
brother, as navigator.

This pair were equal
leaders with Harry Firth

(Cortina G.T.) at 'the half-
way mark at Goulburn with
no points lost.

However, Collier became
ill and caused them to lose
points which cost dearly,
finally . finishing equal 11th
in the rally.

Third outright was Ian
Vaughan (Cortina), with 34
points lost; fourth, Bruce
Woodfull (Cortina); fifth,
Tony Roberts (Holden); and

‘lier’s car has reached

sixth, Frank Kilfoyle (Cor-
tina).

Vaughan also was third
in the under 1500cc class,
behind the two Gordinis.

Locally made, the Gor-
dinis* were the first three
off the production line of
the Renault factory in West
Heidelberg, Melbourne.

Basically, the Gordinis
are the same model as the
successful Renault 10, with
safety equipment and disc
brakes on all four wheels.

Factory top speed is 117
miles an hour; Bruce Col-
120.

Engine capacity ‘is up
from 1108 to 1255¢cc and
the 110 horsepower car has
two Weber carburettors and
a 10.5 to 1 compression, yet
will run on “super” fuel.

Brains behind the rally
success was Renault manag-
ing director, Jacques
Thoridnet, and the com-
pany’s South Pacific market-
ing manager, Jean-Jacques
Ducel.

Then veteran rally driver
Malcolm McPherson, aged
42, a Ballarat electrical re-
tailer, offered his sevices to
complete the team with the
regular N.S.W. drivers of
Bruce Collier and Crown.

Team effort was the
major factor in their suc-
cess, according to Mec-
Pherson and Sharpley.

The B.P. Rally had 37
starters from Melbourne,
Sydney and Adelaide who
met in Wangaratta.

To Canberra it was ex-
tremely dusty, making navi-
gation difficult. At Goul-

burn, Firth and Crown
were pointless, but then
Firth led, only to drop back
due to tyre and navigation
problems.

. After this VW pair Stew-
art McLeod and Jack Lock
led .temporarily. This was
before they had 30 hours on
the roads and lots of forests
to negotiate.

MclLeod’s car collided
with the Falcon of Jack
Ellis and this cost both
crews a lot of points.

Max Winkless,
managing director of the
Volvo distributors in Aus-
tralia, drove a 1966 Volvo
saloon to win the under
2,000 c.c. class.

Losing 76 points, he beat
the Volkswagen 1600 of
Round - Australia record-
holder Ray Christie (85), fol-
lowed by a 1966 Volvo
driven by John Keran and
Ken Tubman’s Hillman
Gazelle.

It was Winkless’ first
appearance in a B.P. Rally,

who s

though his navigator, Peter
Myer, had competed last
year in a Bellett.

Winkless has been com-
peting in major Australian
rallies for many years: and
was navigator for Peter An-
till in the Redex days.

Bruce Wilkinson won the
under 1100 c.c. in a Dat-
sun 1000, with John Inglis
as navigator.

They lost 133 points ‘to
beat the Colts of Barry
Lloyd-John Bryson (165
points) - and Colin Bond-
Brian Hope (170).

Wilkinson has been a
Datsun fan since 1958 when
he navigated a Japanese
crew in a red 1000 named
Mt. Fujiama to win the
small car class of ' the
Round-Australia trial.

Then in 1962 he navigat-
ed a Nissan Cedric to a
class second in the BP Rally.

Last year <vilkinson drove
a Datsun 1300SS to first
place in its class of the Eco-
nomy Run.

TONES and dust fly as the Renault Gor-
dini of Victorian Gerry Crown speeds
along a southern N.S.W. country road.
Crown, with Sydneysider Nigel Collier as

navigator, was in first place at one stage of
* the B.P. Rally.

A second Datsun, driven -
by dealer John Ould, came
fourth in the class, followed
by Kevin Lott (Anglia) and
Tom Seymour (Renault).

Only just released in Aus-
tralia, the Datsun 1000 was
making its first motor sport
appearance in any part of
the world. ~

The over 3000 c.c. class
was won by the team Hol-
den of Tony Roberts and
Peter Huas, who won the
1966 B.P. Rally.

They represented S. A.
Cheney. The second Holden,
driven by Ron Phillips, was
entered by Preston Motors.

Roberts lost 69 points and
Phillips 82.

Third was
driver, Ray Long.

The only other big car
to finish wag the Falcon V8
automatic of Jack Ellis.

This car had come second
in the marathon saloon car
race at Surfer’s Paradise
several weeks previously.

Tasmanian

METROPOLITAN DEALERS:—

CITY: Renault (Aust) Piy. Ltd, 199 William Street, 31-8292,
EPPING: Epping Motors Pty, Ltd.= Cnr. Bridge & Kent Streets,
86-5351, FLEMINGTON: Norm Saville Motors, 12 Parramatta Rd.,

765666, FORESTVILLE: R, V. McPhall Pty. Limited, 6 Cook Street,

" 408826, MHABERFIELD: Renno Motors, 201 Parramatts Road,
71-3494, 79-2220. INGLEBURN: Foster's Service Station, Cumbers

*(Provisional results)

fand Road, 605-1626. LANE COVE: B & W Motor Engineers,
83 longueville Road, 42-2060. LIDCOMBE: Sentinel  Motors,
Car. Parramatta Road and Bernle Avenus, 648-0484-5-8-7.
268 Hume
6027813, MIRANDA: President Car Sales, Cnr. President Ave. &
Sylvania Road, 525-1056. MIRANDA: Total Service Station, Cnr.

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool Auto Centre,

RENAULY (AUST.) PTY, LTD., 153 GEORGE STREET, REDFERN. PHONE 69-6551.

Class B

Outright Winner 1st & 2nd..

First: Car 34. Malcolm McPherson, Robin Sharply, Second: Car 2. Bruce Collier, Lindsay Adcock,

Winner 1st & 2nd...

Fifst: Car 34. Malcolm McPherson, Robin Sharply, Second: Car 2. Bruce Collier, Lindsay Adcock,

Nominated Team Award ....
Best Interstate Crew (N.SW.).

First: Car 2. Bruce Collier, Lindsay Adcock.

BUILT IN AUSTRALIA BY AUSTRALIAN CRAFTSMEN

Port Hacking & Karesna Roads, 5243434, MOSMAN: Renown
Servica Station, 162a Spit Road, 95-3354. MOSMAN: Small-Car
Market, 427 Military Road, 96-8000.. NORTH MANLY: 404
North Manly Motors, 404 Pittwater Rd., 949-1633, 937135,
937157. NORTH SYDNEY: § & A Motors, Cor. Ernest & Wast
§te, 922962. PARRAMATTA: G. H. Hazell Pty. Umited, 597

Highway,

Church St 630-3571. PARRAMATTA: Rolls Motors, 42-45 Church
St., 6359755, ROSEVILLE: Seymours Sarvice Station, 985 Pacific
Highway, 41-2114. ROSEVILLE: Waters Garage, 161 Pacific
Highway, 46:4022. ROCKDALE: Gosson Industries Pty. Umlted,
272 Princes Highway, 599-1122.

Assombled in Australin by Renault (Aust.) Pty. 1td., enr. Dougharty Rd. and Kylta St., West Heidelberg, Vic,

66 THE SUN-HERALD, MAY 14, 1967 66



